
 

   

June 2009 

The Harbinger 
Are we a New Church? 

I was struck by a recent article in our conference newsletter 

that I have copied below.  What struck me were the charac-

teristics of a church plant or what Ron Hamilton (4C Direc-

tor of Church Multiplication) calls a ònew church.ó Why did 

it strike me so hard? Because these are the characteristics 

that should be part of this church! Now, Iõm not saying that 

we do not evident some of these characteristics, but I found 

that I was challenged when thinking about our church in 

relation to a ònew church.ó  

 

Please, as you read this, keep in mind that SWHCC is a wonderful church, but that 

does not mean that we should sit on our laurels.  Which one or two of Ronõs descrip-

tions hit you the hardest? In what ways can you see SWHCC becoming ònewó again? 

 

 It has been said that planting new churches is the most effective means of evangelism 

in our culture today. This is not an indictment on established church ñ rather, it is an 

observation about some unique things that are true of new churches. New churches are 

focused on prayer because they are so dependent on God for everything since they 

have accumulated nothing. New churches are focused on people, not property and 

programs. A majority of their time is dedicated to reaching people with the gospel, 

since they donõt have buildings or established programs. New churches are focused on 

the potential of their ministry because they are starting from scratch and their entire 

ministry lies ahead of them. New churches are focused on new possibilities for ministry 

since they are not bound by tradition. History shows that God uses new churches to 

develop new approaches for ministry that are later adopted by established churches. 

New churches reach areas that established churches cannot reach. Church plants are 

strategically placed in areas where there are unique opportunities for ministry. New 

churches relate to some people that established churches do not. It has been proven 

that new churches reach generations and specific people groups that are not presently 

being reached. New churches release people to be leaders that established churches 

cannot utilize. People who would be uninvolved in one church become empowered and 

energized leaders in a new church. New churches raise resources that established 

church cannot generate. There is a unique level of commitment to support the ministry 

of a church plant because of the high level of involvement of people to help the church 

get started. New churches rely on methods that established churches will not try and 

probably should not try.  

 

A recent study showed these interesting facts. A church planted less than three years 

ago needs only three people to lead one person to Christ in a year. A church between 

four and seven years old needs only seven. A church planted over ten years ago needs 

ñ viewed statistically ñ the effort of eighty-five Christians to lead one person to 

Christ in a year. God has called us to begin new churches that are committed to mak-

ing more and better disciples of Jesus in our generation. 

 

 Dearest Congregation of SWHCC, there are many ways in which we are a ònew 

churchó, but let us certainly strive to be a ònew churchó in respect to reaching people 

for Christ!   
     Pastor Blake Brown 
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MEMORY VERSE  

OF THE MONTH! 

 

Let us not become weary in doing 

good, for at the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

 

Galatians 6:9 

 

Next 
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Helps for Worship #17:  

Assurance of Pardon 

William Shishko 

"If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them." (John 

20:23) 

 

One of the great errors of the Church of Rome is to teach that 

the priest has the actual power to forgive sins, that is, to grant 

"absolution." Only God can forgive sins (Mark 2:7; Luke 

5:21), and he can do that only because of the forgiveness se-

cured in the blood of Jesus Christ, the glorious sacrifice for sin 

(Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). Jesus spoke the words of John 20:23 to 

the apostles, but nowhere in the New Testament do they do 

anything other than declare that the sins of those who repent 

and believe in Christ will be forgiven (e.g., Acts 2:38; 13:38; 

26:18). Hence, we say that the church's authority is not mag-

isterial and legislative, but only "ministerial and declarative." 

The church declares what God says in his Word. 

 

This has immense practical significance when we come to the 

portion of worship following the prayer of confession of sin. 

We do not simply go on with our worship after the congrega-

tion is led in prayer by the minister. It would be utterly incom-

plete and even cruel to do that. After we have come before our 

holy and just God, and earnestly confessed our sins according 

to his Word, would we be encouraged at all if we just pro-

ceeded to the next element of worship? Not at all! How thank-

ful we should be that God speaks to us after we speak to him 

in humility and contrition for our sins. God promises forgive-

ness and cleansing to those who confess their sins (1 John 

1:9), and it is one of the minister's great privileges to declare 

that forgiveness to the congregation.  

 

It is very important for worshipers to believe these promises. 

As surely as they are a faithful declaration of the Word of God, 

they are also a faithful declaration of forgiveness that comes 

specifically to you as one who repents and believes in Jesus 

Christ. Let that assurance of pardon encourage you as much 

as the preaching of the Word of God instructs, corrects, and 

admonishes (and encourages!) you. Then, and only then, can 

you proceed with worship in joy and in confidence of God's 

love for you. 

 

For Reflection 

1. Why isn't it possible to truly worship God if you do not 

know the forgiveness of sins? 

2. What's the difference between your reading the promises of 

forgiveness and your having them declared to you by a minister 

of the Word? 

3. When you truly confess your sins during the prayer of con-

fession, do you also truly believe that they are forgiven when you 

hear the assurance of pardon? 

 

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, New 

York. Reprinted from New Horizons, April 

2007.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach Ministry 

  

Weõve heard from 2 of our outreach partners this month: 

 

1. Doug and Fran PalmeterñLife Ministries, UMO Campus 

 

Please keep us in your prayers this summer as Doug meets with 

Eddie, a college student, who went to Mexico with the group.  He 

is a quiet guy with no spiritual background.  Eddie will be around 

for part of the summer.  Pray that God continues to work in 

Eddieõs life.  Pray also for an International Group that we are ask-

ing the Lord to orchestrate for the summer (and maybe into next 

fall if He so chooses).  Pray for an alternative culture group to 

meet with us, and Doug as he continues to meet with athletes and 

coaches over the summer.  Pray for Godõs Spirit to work mightily 

to open hearts of these people. 

 

Thank you for all your love and support of us and the ministry.  

We see God at work almost every day in peoplesõ lives.  We could 

not do this work without you. 

 

2.   John RankinñTheological Education Institute, Harford, CT 

 

We have not sent out a formal update in many weeks, as Chad is 

now working full time for Wells Fargo Home Mortgage.  He alone 

knows how to send out our updates via Constant Contact.  So 

when he can drop by the office to send it out, he will. 

 

The economy, of course, is tough, and this was a wise decision on 

Chadõs part.  Stuart continues to work for me part-time, and that 

is a great blessing.  

 

§ I will have a book ready soon, Jesus, in the Face of His Ene-

mies, short (82 pages) and meant for a wide readership. 

§ I will soon have The Six Pillars of Biblical Power ready for its 

second printing. 

§ I am getting The Six Pillars of Honest Politics ready for its 

third printing. 

§ I will soon edit Volume 1 of First the Gospel, Then Politicsé 

(òOnly Genesisó) for its second printing; and finally get Vol-

ume 2 (òPolitical Territoryó) and Volume 3 (òSpiritual Terri-

toryó) ready for their first printingsñhopefully in the fall. 

 

I am grateful for your prayers in getting all this work done. 

 



 

   

Below is information about a seminar on June 7and 8 in Harford 

that represents the fruit of 25 years of public policy ministry. 

Pray for John as he tackles tough, timely topics in his seminars and 

as his ministry faces financial challenges. 

 

 

Check out the Missions bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for 

other information, pictures, and more detailed letters. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMAUS SHELTER SUPPER 

 

On May 17th the Missions Ministry cooked, delivered, and served 

the Sunday evening meal at the Emmaus Homeless Shelter in Ells-

worth.  We have committed with the Lord to do this quarterlyñ

February, May, August, and Novemberñand are really getting 

into the swing of it on this, our third timie.  We plan the menu and 

purchase supplies ahead of time, then meet at church Sunday mid-

afternoon to cook.  When the meal is ready we package it for 

transportation and try to arrive at Emmaus by 5pm.  They have the 

warming ovens ready and help us set up tables and chairs and 

place settings.  The meal is served buffet style in the dining room.  

We have been able to pray with the residents before hand (despite 

federal regulations!) and we eat with them and try to share a little 

of the love and caring of Christ while weõre there.  Itõs a great min-

istry and actually not too hard, now that weõre old hands at it!  

 

 The first two times our menu was: 

 

 Meat loaf 

 Red potatoes, mashed with skins 

 Mixed vegetables 

 Peach cobbler 

 

This time we varied it a bit with ham instead of meat loaf and 

chocolate mousse for dessert.  The residents say they get a lot of 

chicken and pasta, so we try to stay away from those.  We gener-

ally serve about 20 people. 

 

The residents vary from babes-in-arms to middle-agers.  They seem 

to enjoy talking to us and they certainly enjoy the food.  A thank-

you card signed by several is on the Missions bulletin board. 

 

If this outreach sounds like something you'd like to get involved 

with, see any Missions Ministry member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve June 20th from 9am to 3pm! 

 

SWHCC will have itõs 1st Annual  

Evangelism Conference 

 

Special Speakers: 

 Doug Palmeterñ20 years experience 

with Campus Crusade for Christ 

 Terry ShannahanñNortheast Re-

gional Minister with CCCC 

 Russ Warnerñwith the Navigators 

Chruch Discipleship Ministry 

 

Please come and join us Saturday, June 20th. 

 

Stay for lunchñitõs FREE 

Childcare provided. 

 

Please register your intention to attend so that 

we can plan for this exciting event 

 

Call 244-5487 or email office@swhcc.com 

and leave the number attending and whether 

or not you will need childcare and for how 

many. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 



  

 

 

 

 

Hospitality Ministry 

Pat Lewis 

 

òFor we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.   

But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.ó  I Timothy 6:7&8 

 

The Kitchen seems to be the heart of activity in most homes.  It is where people gather, preparing meals or snacks for themselves and 

their circle of friends.  The kitchen at our church, has the same activity whether we are preparing for coffee fellowships, pot-lucks, 

Grandpa's Kids, POYCõs, Youth Groups or other activities that we all are involved in.  Most of our activities involve food. 

 

We have had many requests for some of Carolyn Ainsworthõs recipes and she has been kind enough to say she would share some with 

us.  So at this time, I am going to call this:  Carolynõs Corneró and print a recipe she brought to share.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember the first Sunday in June, weather permitting, will be Lemonade on the Lawn. 

 

 

CAROLYNõS CORNER 

 

Golden Bars 

1 1/2 cups flour 

1/2 cup brown sugar 

1 stick butter (1/4 lb.) 

 

Combine and put into a 9X13 pan.  Bake at 275 degrees for 10 minutes. 

 

2 eggs, well beaten  2 Tbls flour 

1 cup brown sugar  1/2 tsp baking powder 

1 1/4 cups coconut  1/4 tsp salt 

1/2 cup chopped nuts  1/2 tsp vanilla 

 

Mix together, pour over the baked pastry, bake 20 minutes at 350 degrees. 

 

Glaze with 1 Tbls. Butter, 2 Tbls. Lemon juice and 1 cup powdered sugar. 



 

   

Welcome to Rome: Paul and the Underground Church! 

 

In just a few short months, our church will be filled with the aromas, sights, and sounds of kids  

participating in fun discovery activities at a special Holy Land Adventureñin Rome!  

Kids will worship God with songs and prayer, create unique arts & crafts projects,  

and discover Godõs powerful love in exciting and memorable ways.  

They will hear stories òfirsthandó from members of the early New Testament Church and even from Paul himself! 

  

To have the best adventure possible, we need lots of volunteers who can share time, energy, and love with the kids who at-

tend.  

Together, we can step back in timeñand bring ancient Rome to life at Southwest Harbor Congregational church. 

Whatever your gifts, interest, and time commitmentéwe have a place for you! 

We believe that God will use this incredible program to reach many children with the message of his love.  

So please prayerfully consider your role in bringing ancient Rome to life! 

  

Feel free to contact me by e-mail, phone, or in person if you have any questions.  

(For more information about Rome VBS, visit group.com/vbs.   

I look forward to hearing from you!         

Erin Ritter, KBC director 

 

  

Congregational Care 

 

òAnd pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep 

on praying for all the saints.ó  (Ephesians 6:18) 

 

The National Day of Prayer service on May 7th was well attended, but mostly by members of other churches.  We hope people 

will realize the value of prayer.  The Hour of Prayer is always the first Thursday of each month from 7:00 pm to 8:00pm.  We 

sing 2 hymns of your choice and pray.  It really is only an hour.  See you there?  The next one is June 4th. 

 

Here is our prayer chain.  If you wish to be part of the chain or have your name removed, contact Mary Anna Fox or a member of 

Congregational Care. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Jenkins   244-3365 

Church Office   244-5487 

Dori Williams   244-0679 

Mary Beal   244-7111 

Jeanie Gilpin   244-5389 

Carolyn Ainsworth  667-5221 

Elise Palmer   244-7053 

Pat Lewis   244-3868 

Marty Ward   244-0042 

Henry Chung   266-4623 

Pastor Blake Brown  244-5181 

To initiate the prayer chain,  

call  Elaine Jenkins first.   

If you reach an answering machine,  

DO NOT LEAVE  

a message.  Continue to call down the list 

until you reach an actual person, so that 

your concerns will be passed on and  

prayed for immediately 



  

 

                         

         

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A òBuckeyeó born in Liverpool, OH, just across the Ohio River from Kentucky, Willõs father was a local merchant and the head of the OH State Legisla-

ture. Willõs many musical talents were discovered and honed at the Boston Conservatory after attending Mt. Union College, OH. He later studied with 

the great musicians in Leipzig, Germany. 

 

Traveling to Cleveland, OH, Will tried selling his music manuscripts which he had written, all secular and patriotic songs. After an offer of only twenty-

five dollars and feeling slighted, Will returned to East Liverpool and asked the Lord what he should do next. Then, his father sent him to New York on 

business. Will took along his songs to try to publish them which he did, printing and selling them himself. Two songs became instant hits: òMy Home on 

the Old Ohioó and òGathering Shells form the Seaó. Soon after, Will became known as the òBard of Ohioó.  

With his success, he became a millionaire, crediting the Lord for his wonderful outcome. His strong sense for business was most likely from his father 

and an undergraduate business degree. Wanting to return thanks to the Lord, he dedicated himself to writing Christian songs only. The Will L. Thomp-

son & Co. was established by him with offices in East Liverpool and Chicago, with his quartet numbers selling 2 million copies. In 1880, at 41 years of 

age, òSoftly and Tenderlyó was written.  

 

Will was known as a simple and sincere man, despite his wealth. He was more concerned about people in rural and small towns who seldom had anyone 

to come and minister to them as opposed to the large crowds hearing wonderful performances in the city.  Because of this concern, he would load an 

upright piano on his two-horse wagon and drive into the country to sing and play his own songs in small churches throughout the Midwest. If he would 

have lived near Southwest Harbor in our day, no telling that you might find him singing and playing at our SWHCC! 

 

In the late 1890's, he paid a visit to one of the most famous evangelist of his day, D.L. Moody, who was very ill and near death. Most visitors had been 

turned away, but when Moody heard that Thompson was downstairs, he called for him. "Will," he said, "I would rather have written 'Softly and Tenderly 

Jesus Is Calling,' than anything I have been able to do in my whole life." Mr. Moody used òSoftly and Tenderlyó to open his evangelistic services, and it 

is found in our hymnals today, as well as òJesus is All the World to Meó, written in 1904. These two hymns are great expressions of our devotion to 

Christ, as well as our dependency upon Him and for all of lifeõs needs, especially with these present economically challenging days upon us.  

From searching through several resources, I could not gather any information about Willõs personal life mentioning if he ever married or had children.  

After a trip to Europe in 1909, Will became very ill and went Home to be with his Lord, claiming for himself, òSoftly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling.ó 

 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

Calling for you and for me; 

See, on the portals Heõs waiting and watching, 

Watching for you and for me. 

 Refrain 

Come home, come home, 

You who are weary, come home; 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

Calling, O sinner, come home! 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is 

pleading, 

Pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not His mercies, 

Mercies for you and for me? 

Refrain 

Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, 

Passing from you and from me; 

Shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming, 

Coming for you and for me.  

Refrain 

òJesus Is All the World to Meó 

òSoftly and Tenderly 

Jesus Is Callingó 

Resources:    Excerpt from "Then Sings My Soul" by Robert J. Morgan; Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nash-

ville, TN; Internet article by Richard Niell Donovan; http://www.brethernassembly.org; Amazing Grace, by 

Kenneth W. Osbeck, kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI 

O for the wonderful love He has 

promised, 

Promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, He has 

mercy and pardon, 

Pardon for you and for me. 

Refrain 

Jesus Is All the World to Me 

Jesus is all the world to me, my life, my joy, my all; 

He is my strength from day to day, without Him I would fall. 

When I am sad, to Him I go, no other one can cheer me so; 

When I am sad, He makes me glad, Heõs my Friend. 

Jesus is all the world to me, my Friend in trials sore; 

I go to Him for blessings, and He gives them over and oõer. 

He sends the sunshine and the rain, He sends the harvestõs golden grain; 

Sunshine and rain, harvest of grain, Heõs my Friend. 

Jesus is all the world to me, and true to Him Iõll be; 

O how could I this Friend deny, when Heõs so true to me? 

Following Him I know Iõm right, He watches oõer me day and night; 

Following Him by day and night, Heõs my Friend. 

Jesus is all the world to me, I want no better Friend; 

I trust Him now, Iõll trust Him when lifeõs fleeting days shall end. 

Beautiful life with such a Friend, beautiful life that has no end; 

Eternal life, eternal joy, Heõs my Friend. 

This hymn was sung in the Academy Award winning movie Trip to Bountiful 

(1985), and at a memorial service for American civil rights leader Martin 

Luther King, at the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, April 8, 

1968. 

Hymn Corner for June 

         Sandy Johnson 

WILL LAMARTINE THOMPSON- òThe Bard of Ohioó 

1847-1909 

BARD:òA skilled composer, singer, or declaimer of epic or 

heroic verseó 

http://www.brethernassembly.org/


 

   

Womenõs Fellowship 

 

June Women's Fellowship will meet on Wednesday, June 10 at 10:00 at Sandy Johnson's house at Straw-

berry Hill, Bar Harbor.  Phone: 288-5207 for directions.  

 

 We plan to meet at Sandy's for a video about the great missionary, Amy Carmichael, born 1868 - 1953.  

Her best known work was in India where she served for a time with The Church Missionary Society 

(England).  She was commissioned by CMS to the Zenana Mission in India. 

  

Hindu temple children were usually young girls forced into prostitution to earn money for the priests.  Amy saved many of 

these small girls, founding an organization called the Donhavur Fellowship at Tamil Nadu thirty miles from the southern tip of 

India.  Eventually the fellowship became a sanctuary for over a thousand children. 

 

In order to respect Indian culture Amy wore Indian dress, dyed her skin with coffee and traveled long distances on the long, 

hot, dusty roads of India to save just one child. She served for fifty years without furlough. Writing to a young woman in Eng-

land who inquired about missionary life she said: ''Missionary life is simply a chance to die.''  Later, in her biography, she 

wrote: ''One can give without loving, but one cannot love without giving.'' 

 

Weather permitting; we will visit the Asticou Azalea Garden (optional) after lunch.  Please bring a sandwich or whatever.  

A dessert and tea/coffee will be provided.  This will be a great opportunity for fellowship - everyone welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our single womenõs group has a lot of fun 

together.  In May one of their activities was 

to make May Baskets.  They do lots of other 

activities also.  For more information contact 

Elise Palmer 244-7053. 

I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; I 

will tell of all your wonders.  I will be glad and 

rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your name, 

O Most High.    Psalm 9:1-2 



  

 

LET US GET TO KNOW YOU! 

We are beginning a new section to the Harbinger this month.  Every month two people from our congrega-

tion will be asked to answer the following 4 questions.  This will help all of us get to know each other a 

little better.  Think about what your answers will be to these questions when YOU are asked. 

 

Pastor Blake Brown. 

How did you become a Christian? 

I was blessed to have been reared in a Christian home with Godly parents always being exposed to Christ from an early age. I 

drifted from Christ in college, but truly began walking with the Lord seriously in my early 20õs after having a brush with the 

Church of God cult. I have been walking with Him ever since. 

Besides Jesus, who or what had the most impact on your life? Why? 

I would say that there have been two people who have been instrumental in my spiritual development. My mother always was 

there teaching, encouraging and correcting. I consider it such a privilege to have sat under her strong faith. She is truly my 

òGamaliel.ó The second is Ken Campbell who introduced me to the reformed faith. I worked under and with him at Young Adult 

Fellowship, a Bible study. He drew me deeper still into Godõs Word and through his and the churchõs encouragement I entered the 

formal ministry. 

Do you have a life verse(s)? If so, what is it/are they and why? 

Oh, where to start! I am one of those weird people who keeps a list of them and what they mean to me. The short list is; James 

4:14: important in that it gives me perspective on how short this life is in comparison to the one to come. Proverbs 30:7-9 gives 

me balance in my finances. Dt 29:29 & Prov 25:2 help me to be humble where my intellect is concerned. Hab 3:17-19 reminds 

me to praise my way to victory versus cataloguing my way to defeat. Col 3:15: a three word sentence, òAnd be thankfuló simply 

encourages me to be thankful in all circumstances. Luke 9:62 reminds me how serious the Lord takes ministry. John 16:33 re-

minds me that this life is not supposed to be easy for the Christian and to expect difficulties. 1 Tim 5:24 keeps me humble where 

my sin is concerned. 

Tell us about the journey that brought you to this church. 

Carrie and I began praying for a call before I graduated from Seminary in 2001 and it went something like this: Lord, we are will-

ing to go wherever you want us on the east coast from Boston to Miami. 6 months later: Lord, we are willing to go wherever you 

want us from Boston south and west to the Mississippi. 6 months later: Lord, we are willing to go wherever you want us in the 

continental US from Boston south and west to California. 6 months later: Lord, we are willing to go wherever you want us. It was 

pretty much precisely when we let go of the control and stopped dictating the terms that God opened the door and led us to SW 

Harbor Congregational Church, the perfect place for us and the perfect fit for my gifts to be used for Godõs Glory! 

 

Pat Minier, 

How did you become a Christian? 

I became a Christian as a high school student.  I joined our Presbyterian church in eighth grade, but it really didnõt impact me 

until I traveled out to Perdue University for a church youth week-long conference.  I was ready to go back to my church and 

shake up the world for Jesus. 

Besides Jesus, who or what had the most impact on your life? Why? 

II believe that Dr. Miller, my fourth grade Sunday School teacher, taught me about Jesus and the beliefs of my church.  He took  



 

   

us through the Lordõs Prayer, line by line.  We discussed each verse and what it meant.  I think about our discussions every time I 

repeat the Lordõs Prayer.  We learned Bible stories and he made them come alive for us. 

I also believe that watching my parents in their Christian walk impacted me greatly.  They were so steady and convicted that as I 

grew I came to know Jesus and God through them. 

Do you have a life verse(s)? If so, what is it/are they and why? 

I think that my life verse or verses have to be Psalm 139 because it deals with Godõs Omnipresence and Omniscience.  I feel com-

forted and a bit challenged to try to be a good Christian, maybe a bit more like Jesus.  I especially dwell on verses 23 and 24: 

òSearch me, Oh God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and 

lead me in the everlasting way.ó 

 

Tell us about the journey that brought you to this church. 

As a young child and teen growing up in NJ, I was part of a larger church with more than two hundred worshippers.  I sang in the 

choir and was a candle bearer during Christmas Eve services.  When Ken and I were married we found the bigger churches were 

just too impersonal for us.  In Pennsylvania we found a small Presbyterian church called Cedar Grove Church.  There our girls 

were baptized in the warmth of a small group of loving Christians.  We then moved to Vermont where we again tried a larger 

church, but soon found that their practices did not match our beliefs and we again were lucky to find a very small Congregational 

Church.  When we finally moved to Maine we never questioned that we needed a smaller church in which to worship our Lord.  In 

the closeness of the members of SWHCC, the truth seeking worshippers, and the fruits of the spirit that can be seen, it is easy to 

say that this church is like family to us. 

 

 

Kidõs Bible Club, KBC, is August 10thñ14th.  Many among us are busy preparing for this fun and 

effective outreach.  It takes a lot of work.  One way others can help is by providing decorations.  So far 

we are looking for sheets, baskets, pottery items and artificial plants.  If you can provide any of these 

things, please label them clearly, so they can be returned, and leave them on the bench in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Call Kari Reed, 244-0210, with questions.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OUR YOUTH GROUP  

 

During the Flamingo Festival, on July 11th, our Youth will have a table to help raise money to go to SoulFest the 

end of July.   They are looking to sell baked goods and craft items.  Baked goods could be homemade bread and 

rolls, brownies, cookies, squares, breads (banana, pumpkin, etc), pies, cakes, etc.  Crafts can be anything they 

could sell such as hair ribbons, pot holders, towels, mittens, cards, plant holders, etc. 

 

Call Kari Reed to let her know what you can doñbe an encourager.  244-0210 

 

 


