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How to Share? 

The Elders are reading a very interesting book as a 

group and discussing it at our bi-monthly meetings, 

òWhat is a Healthy Church Member?ó It is by a pastor 

who ministers on the Grand Cayman islands named 

Thabiti Anyabwile (Yeah, we donõt know how to pronounce it either). While 

his name might be hard, his writing is as clear as a bell. He writes about 

nine defining marks of a Biblically healthy, growing church member. It con-

tains such chapter headings as a healthy church member is an Expositional 

Listener, Gospel Saturated, Committed, a Humble Follower, etc. One such 

chapter heading claims that a healthy church member is a Biblical Evangel-

ist. 

 

In it, Thabiti writes that a healthy church member is actively involved in the 

work of sharing their faith which Christ has commissioned each believer to 

do. But before they begin doing that, Thabiti says, a believer needs to un-

derstand what the Gospel is. And so he details out 8 essential parts of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

I thought it would be nice to share these and a verse for each of them. In 

this way, each of us might be encouraged what to share when we share. It 

might even be a really good idea to memorize (Ps 119:11) the Scriptures for 

each in order to be better prepared (1 Peter 3:15) when questions come our 

way. 
 

Who is God 

1 Corinthians 8:6 - yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom 

all things came and for whom we live 

Who are Men 

Genesis 1:27 - 
 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

he created him; male and female he created them 

What is sin 

1 John 3:4 - Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness 

Who is Jesus 

Galatians 4:4-5 - But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born 

of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might re-

ceive the full rights of sons 

What has Jesus done regarding sin 

2 Corinthians 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin
 
for us, so that 

in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

What should our response be 
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MEMORY VERSE  

OF THE MONTH! 

Now we ask you, brothers, to re-

spect those who work hard among 

you, who are over you in the Lord 

and who admonish you.  Hold them 

in the highest regard in love be-

cause of their work.  Live in peace 

with each other.    

 I Thessalonians 5:12-13 
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Acts 2:38 - 
 
Peter replied, òRepent and be baptized, every 

one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit 

Jesus as the only way 

John 14:6 - I am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me 

A call to repentance 

2 Corinthians 6:2 - I tell you, now is the time of Godõs 

favor, now is the day of salvation 
 

I would like to encourage you to sit down and maybe find 

one or two more scriptures for each of these. Share them 

with each other, talk about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road (Dt 6:4), use them in 

your devotional times, pray about them. In other words, 

soak your mind in the Gospel so that you will be a healthy 

church member! 

   Pastor Blake Brown 

 

 

 

Helps for Worship #21:  

Prayer after the offering 

William Shishko 

 ò... in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiv-

ing, let your requests be made known to God" (Phil. 4:6). 

"What? You pray again after the offering? Why are there so 

many prayers during your worship service?" 

That's what visitors (and perhaps some regular attenders!) 

may think during the morning worship service. We have 

silent prayer before worship; then we have prayer at the 

beginning of worship; then there is a prayer of confession of 

sin. Now, after the offering, there's another prayer. Why are 

there so many prayers during a worship service? 

Part of the answer is that Jesus says that his houseñthat 

is, the place where he is worshipedñwill be called a house 

of prayer (Matt. 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46). If there 

is not an emphasis on prayer in Christian worship, then 

something is amiss. 

Another reason why prayer occurs throughout a service is 

to preserve the "dialogue" pattern of worship. Remember 

that, in corporate worship, God speaks and we respond as a 

congregation. Prayer is part of our speaking to God when 

we gather as a church. While the giving of tithes and offer-

ings is part of our response to God's goodness in promising 

us his forgiveness and grace, this response of action (i.e., 

giving of tithes and offerings) is properly coupled with 

words that are appropriate to that action. It is fitting that 

we ask the Lord to use these gifts in the best way for the 

extension of his kingdom and his glory on earth by the proc-

lamation of the gospel. (This is also a way to remind our-

selves of what is most important in the world!) 

But the most important reason for having prayer at this 

point in worship is simply to thank the Lord for what he has 

given us. It may seem strange to thank the Lord after we 

have given gifts to him. But that is not strange at all, given 

the fact that we would have nothing to give if God had not 

given us things to give (see 1 Cor. 4:7)! Indeed, thankful-

ness is one of the most significant parts of true prayer and 

true worship. In a state of sin, people are not thankful to 

God (see Rom. 1:21). People brought into a state of saving 

grace are thankful for everything (see 1 Thess. 5:18). Given 

that, perhaps we ought to ask why so little time is spent in 

thanksgiving when we worship the Lord. 

For Reflection 

1. Are you bothered by all the time spent in prayer during 

worship? Why? 
2. Does genuine thankfulness permeate all of your worship? 

Why or why not? 

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, New 

York. Reprinted from New Horizons, August 2007.   

 

The Outreach Ministry 

  

Recent outreach partner news: 

 

 

 

1.  Doug &  Fran PalmeterñLife Minis-

tries, Orono Campus, University of Maine 

            

My Grand Ma used to live by thankfulness.  

Even when she was 99 years old she would go through a list of 

ten or so items she was thankful for and then, start all over.  

We want you to enter 

 in some of the joy that we have had on campus this fall and be 

thankful with us.  It is one of the best starts in years. 

 

Every year Doug joins Sig Ep on their fall retreat.  These men 

are exceptional.  The grade point average last semester for 65 

men was 3.4.  This year we all went up north and camped near 

by as Doug went over to be with the men.  He led them in an 

afternoon program and evening discussion focusing on relation-

ships, brotherly love and individual contact with the partici-

pants. 

 

Iõve met with two of the men several times since the retreat.  As 

we sat in the Coffee shop in the student union Tad told me 

three things:  he needs to say òNoó more often, he wants to 

develop spiritually, and he desires to try attending church.  I 

had known Chris from last year.  He and I continue to meet 

regularly and he continues to pour out his life.  Besides trying 

to maintain a 4.0 average in Chemical Engineering, he shared 



 

   

about peer pressure, being caught in the middle incredible 

stressful family issues, and more.  It hurts to see the brokenness 

and it is a privilege to meet the need   Students invite us into 

their lives like almost no one else on campus.  Even though in 

the past, he indicated he was not spiritually interested, we 

prayed and put God on the topic for our next chat. 

 

A week ago Sunday I took the U. Maine Baseball team and 

coaches white water rafting.  It was a trying and difficult day 

balancing fun with and control over 30 athletes.  While my 

learning activities didnõt work out the discussions were almost 

non existent, the team had a great time.  Sitting in the parking 

lot waiting for the vans to take the men home, I talked with 

Keith.  I was right in the middle of sharing Christ with him when 

the vans came.  He asked to talk again.  You never know what 

to think, does he really want to talk more or was he just being 

polite?  Yesterday, at a volunteer event, we bumped into each 

other.  He asked, òWhen are we meeting?ó 

 

I also had two athletes ride up and back with me.  That makes a 

captive audience for about 5 hours.  Carlos is a new player and 

may be the only Christian on the team.  We meet on Wednes-

day to talk.  The other fellow is incredibly angry.  Last year I 

was with him a number of times just gaining his trust.  He had 

gone to a ritualistic church till his Dad dies and then never 

again.  On the drive back he started to drop his hard outer 

shell.  I just love him all the more.  These are such great guys, 

they just so need Christ. 

 

Over the summer Fran and I prayed that God would bring a few 

Christian men into our lives for me to disciple and train in minis-

try.  A week before school Fran suggested I talk to the man in 

charge of Intervarsity Christian Fellowship in Maine.  So  now I 

am building into 4 great sophomores who help lead Intervarsity 

on Campus.  They, just like the others in this letter, have such 

great needs; family issues, personal health, peer pressure and 

more.  We all truly do need Christ.  As my Grand Ma used to 

say, òWe have so much to be thankful for.ó 

 

We would love to give you some specific names to continue to 

pray for.  Please pray for Justin, Carolos, and Keith.  Carlos 

might be a believer, but Keith and Justin, as far as Doug can 

tell, are not.  Please pray especially for these three and for three 

members of Sig Ep (the fraternity Doug works in)(:  Pat, Dan, 

and Owen.   

 

Today is Dannyõs eighth birthday.  Josh plays football and soc-

cer, Danny plays soccer, and Zac plays soccer and runs cross 

country.  There is always so much to do.  Fran has taken on a 

lot of responsibilities with the new ministry and with home 

schooling being a tough job she hardly has a break.  We would 

love to hear from you. 

 

Thank you for all your love and support of us and the ministry.  

We see God at work almost every day in peoples' lives.  We 

could not do this work without you. 

 

2.  John RankinñTheological Education Institute, 

Connecticut. 

 

 Here are updates on Johnõs activities from 

two recent emails: 

Today, October 19, I am starting a series called True 

Stories.  In decades of seeking to communicate with 

skeptics of the biblical worldview, in a range of con-

texts, I have seen biblical reality confirm itself again 

and again.  Todayõs blog is entitled: The Response of 

a Hare Krishna Devotee (for the blog click on 

www.johnrankin.orgñit is on the upper left).   

 

I have just posted a blog today (October 21):  Hate 

Speech Questions at Chase Collegiate and Weleyan 

University (click on www.johnrankin.orgñthen click 

on the upper left). 

 

On Tuesday night, October 27 at 6:30 pm I will be 

addressing the annual banquet for the Hope Crisis 

Pregnancy Center, at Christ Community Church.  120 

Main Street, Cheshire, CT.  I will be speaking on The 

Power of Informed Choice, with a focus on communi-

cating across the chasm of the abortion debate.  I will 

begin with a question posed me at Brown University in 

1989 concerning the evil of rape and incest.  How 

does a Christian answer that one? 

 

 

 



  

 

 

  

The Missions Ministry has been preparing a meal quarterly for residents of the Emmaus Shelter in Ellsworth for over a year.  It 

has been a blessing and an honor to interact with these people who, except for unfortunate circumstances, could be any of us. 

 Emmaus has special needs for its residents around the holiday season.  A bin will be at the back of the church for your 

food donations, and we invite you to also consider taking part in the òAdoptñAð Familyó program if you are able.  See details 

below: 

  

 

 

 

2009 THANKSGIVING AND CHIRISTMAS EMMAUS HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS 

Fall has arrived and we are currently in the midst of gathering items for the Emmaus Food Baskets.  We are currently stocking 

our shelves with the following items and if you, your church and/or organization could assist us in any way, we would be most 

grateful. 

A Holiday Basket consists of: a turkey, stuffing, gravy, canned green beans, 

corn, sweet potatoes, regular potatoes, cranberry sauce, nuts, raisins, rolls 

and pies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 

 

 The Christmas Adopt-A-Family Program will be offered again this year.  In 2008, we assisted 213 families and this 

included 861 gifts to individuals.  Each year we try to simplify the process and we are truly grateful to the many volunteers 

who work very hard to make this program a reality for needy families.  It is not an easy task! 

 We are indebted to the many individuals, families, organizations, businesses and schools who have come to our assis-

tance over the past 14 Christmas seasons. 

 The process is quite simple:  Families come in and fill out the necessary paperwork to be adopted and we do our best 

to fulfill their requests.  Once we receive the familyõs request, we try to match them up with families who are willing to Adopt-

A-Familyñlast year 122 families were adopted. 

 This process of adoption can take place in various ways: 

1. The Adoptee requests and receives the actual paperwork of the family and then goes out and purchases the gifts  

 and returns the items by a certain date to the shelter to be given to the family 

2. The Adoptee adopts a family by sending in money and volunteers go out and purchase the items and/or gift cards. 

3. For Christmas, we suggest that the Adoptee purchase a $30 gift certificate to Hannafordõs or Shawõs for the Holiday 

 Food Basket. 

  

 We explain to those requesting gifts that they can ask for items up to a $30 value per person on their list.   

 We would greatly appreciate any assistance again this year.  Please call, email or ring our doorbell if you feel you can lend a 

 hand. 



 

   

  

A REMINDER 

Itõs not too late to join the fun of packing a shoebox full of gifts for a needy child for our Operation Christmas Child out-

reach.  Extra shoeboxes, and tooth brushes and toothpaste donated by Dr. Park (the dentist Erin Ritter works for) are at the 

back of the church.  Our collection date is SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15.  Open your heartñpack a boxñbless a child 

this Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMENõS FELLOWSHIP 

  

Discipline, The Glad Surrender by Elisabeth Elliot,  Disciplines of a Godly Woman  by Barbara Hughes, Celebration of 

Discipline by Richard Foster, and Ordering Your Private World  by Gordon MacDonald - four books, one theme - Christian 

Discipline. 

 

Does the idea of Christian Discipline stir up feelings of fear and trembling in your heart?   How obedient can we be?  How 

can we add more discipline to our life on a daily basis?  These and other uncomfortable questions often enter our minds when 

we think about Christian Discipline.   Mary Beal, Kari Reed, Elise Palmer and Kay Woody are leading a panel discussion on 

Christian Discipline.  We each are reading one of the books above and will present the viewpoint of that author at our No-

vember Womenõs Fellowship meeting.  Come and join the discussion and see what answers we can  discover together.   

 

The meeting will  be on Wednesday, November 11
th
 at  10am at Joan Alexanderõs house.  Bring your lunch and stay for a 

time of fellowship after the discussion. See you there! 

 

HOUR OF PRAYER 

Thursday, November 5th 

Come join us in singing and praying 

For just ONE HOUR 

7pmñ8pm 


