The Harbinger

May 2009

In this Issue:
Memory Verse .......... 1
From the Pastor-........ 1

Helps for Worship
Outreach Ministry...... 2
Hospitality Ministry.... 4

Youth....oooooeeiiieeniinns 5

Hymn Corner ............ 6
Womendés Felll ow
Conferences............. 7
Thank youl................ 7
Calendar .................. Insert

Next
HARBINGER
DEADLINE

!g May 17th

OF THE MONTH!

For we are to God the aroma of
Christ among those who are be-
ing saved and those who are
perishing. To the one we are the
smell of death; to the other, the
fragrance of life.

Il Corinthians 2:15-16a

Re\

Just returning from a conference in Lexington Massachu-
setts on Conversational Evangelism, my mind is spinning
with new thoughts, perspectives and yes, to many peo-
pl e ds ddbas.d would like to mention a thought that
has lodged itself in the forefront of my mind over that last
24 hours. The Speaker, Todd Hunter, formerly the presi-
dent of ALPHA USA, said rather off-handedly, that we are
in a unique time in the history of evangelism. That was
provocative enough, but what he said next is what has stuck with me. He ex-
qjlaiine that there has never been a time in history when a geographic region
was being proactively re-evangelized, and that is what is currently going on in
America!
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That struck me like a ton of bricks and got me thinking on the long car ride
home about the truth and consequences ofthis.Fi r st t he tr ut

There are many countries and continents that have lost their Judeo-Christian
heritage. One only has to look at the path of Christianity and observe. A quick
survey shows us that starting in Israel, Christianity expanded south to North
Africa and north to Asia Minor (Turkey). Then proceeded through Eastern
Europe and then to Europe proper which was the hub of Christianity for centu-
ries. Then Christianity jumped the channel to Britain which became the bas-
tion of missions for hundreds of years until it was brought to the New World
(America) several hundreds of years ago.

Now what missiologists (people who study missions) observe is that as Chris-
tianity expands, the previous regions where it was tend to grow spiritually
cold. In other words, the people do not pass on their faith (Judges 2:10), they
become content (Rev 2:4), they become spiritually lazy and the subsequent
generations do not lay hold of the faith and live for Christ anymore. We can
see the truth of this in Europe tod
gen proclaims the truth of this every time he visits. Europe is spiritually cold,
even openly hostile to the Gospel, despite being the citadel of Christendom in
the past!

Now for some hard truth. What Europe is, America is fast becoming (some

even believe has already become!)!
nation under Godo, a justice systen
ments, Presidents that quoted Scripture and actively prayed for the nation out
| oudéin public, a nation sending mi
is quickly rushing toward cold spiritual collapse. That is the truth.

Now for the consequencesé

| would just like to mention a few consequences of re-evangelization and the
first is that when we talk to people about Christianity, Christ, the Gospel, they
will have an overwhelmingly negative reaction. Let me explain why by borrow-
ing an example that Todd Hunter used. If you bought a Pontiac and you had
nothing but trouble with it, it broke down continually and caused you seem-
ingly never-ending stress and angst, you would never buy another one, would
you? You have had a bad experience with it.

Studies show that this is how most people feel about Christianity under the
age of 40. Christianity didndt work
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ence with it for various reasons. Now returning to the exam-
ple, would you buy a Pontiac if it came with a free cup of
coffee? Would you go back into the showroom and consider
a Pontiac with just an invite? Would you read literature ex-
tolling the virtues of a Pontiac if it was given you? Would
you listen to a salesman explain in detail why the Pontiac is
the best car on the market and go point by point explaining?
The answer is a resounding NO!

Yet that is precisely what we do in our efforts of evangelism,
isnét it? To people who
explain why it is the best system out there. To people who
never want to darken the
coffeesdo and invite to
ple who think Christianity should just get out of their way,
we thrust tracts in their hands. To people think Christianity
is a problem in society, we invite them to evangelistic meet-
ings. This is all to say that the methods that used to work no
longer do when re-evangelizing. And that leads to the next
consequenceéexcitement!

We live in an exciting time! This truly is uncharted territory.
We need to think outside the box as to how we are going to
reach this island (and America). We need to pour our intel-
lectual energy into new ways we can share the hope that
we have within us with gentleness and respect.

I will leave you with incredible hope. God is at work here in
New England. Let me say that again for those whose
minds just went somewhere else for a moment; God is at
work here in New England. The evidence | can share with
you is what | am hearing, that pastors and churches in New
England are being drawn en masse toward focusing their
energies into evangelism as never before. | talk to old
friends who tell me that their church is starting new initia-
tives the way we have in evangelism. The 4C and Vision
New England have reoriented their whole structures toward
planting new churches and evangelism. Pastors on this is-
land have begun to meet and share about being touched to
reach out to the lost as never before. Congregation of the
Lord Jesus Christ, | am here as your pastor telling you that
God is moving here in New England. That is exciting!
Pl ease continue to pray
the Dying) and new ways in which we can share the re-
demptive power of Jesus Christ to those who are in that
burning building.

Pastor
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Helps for Worship #16:
Prayer of Confession Part 2

William Shishko
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 John
1:9 NKJV)

Reformed worship is marked by its great use of the Word
of God. Even the prayers in Reformed worship are formed
by the Scriptures as the Word of God. That includes the

doo prderotq do tgat, \gehuaerthg ﬁcriptuw%as QU§ gyi%er
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prayer of confession, which usually follows a reading of
Scripture.

The biblical understanding of confession is "to say the
same thing as ..." When we confess our faith, we "say the
same thing" as God tells us in his Word regarding himself,
the way of salvation, and what a true Christian is to be.
When we confess our sins, we "say the same thing" as
God regarding what sin is, how serious it is, and how

view mﬁctﬂ Qvé o%§iré D Bei dteli\//erea fiom r?t Brﬁj (&soeffectg\.’ fn

of confession of sin, the minister does several things:

1. He asks how the Scriptures (and particularly the Scrip-
ture portion used before the prayer) call him and the con-
gregation to "say the same thing" as God says regarding
their many failings and shortcomings before a perfect God.

2. He considers the promises (especially those given in
the Scripture portion before the prayer) that should be
brought before God as he represents the congregation be-
fore the throne of grace.

3. He takes time to let both the calls to confession of sin
and the promises of God's mercy through Jesus Christ im-
pact his own life as a man and as a minister, so that he
might not pray in an unfeeling manner.

How wonderful this portion of worship is! God himself tells
us (and in a responsive reading we remind one another)
how far short of his glory we fall. In heartfelt prayer before
that God, we make a humble confession of our many fail-
ings as we are led by the one called to minister on our
behalf. And we do all this before "the throne of grace,"
encouraged by many, many promises of divine forgive-
ness. Is there any other way to approach the absolutely
holy God?

For Reflection o _

1. Wﬁa\t/vgrg g’o?ng dif¥e}er§césobgtwe§eanOSr Cpgréorqaig
confession of sin and the corporate confession of sin that
is part of public worship?

r altgj eWehinto the confession of sin, or do you
tune out? at do the two different responses say about
the way you approach the Lord?

3. How can you better participate in this part of public
worship?

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, New
York. Reprinted from New Horizons, March 2007.
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The Outreach Ministry

Here is the news from our outreach partners this month

1. Doug & Fran Palmeter & Life Ministries, U.M. Campus,
Orono

Doug and Fran have left Campus Crusade and have started
serving with Life Ministries. They feel that they will have more
opportunities to disciple and develop closer relationships with
students working with the new organization. Fran has organ-
ized all the computer and administrative details and they are
enthusiastic about the change.

2. John Rankin & Theological Education Institute, Harford,
CT

John has arranged a Mars Hill Forum on Islam and
Christianity, held on April 18: 'What is the Nature of Politics
and Freedom in Islam and Christianity?' He writes "My plate
has been full this Winter and Spring with the Mars Hill Forum
schedule. On March 23 John addressed the topic of human
abortion with Barry Lynn of Americans for Separation of
Church and State, calling for "the restoration of wholeness for
man and woman in the name of Jesus; and Barry could only
envision the continuation of broken relationships.” On March
13 John held a seminar titled 'Homosexuality, Hate Speech
and Hate Crimes'. He debated with Brent Scarpo a noted ad-
vocate of homosexuality. People with a Biblical view of homo-
sexuality/lesbianism will increasingly become and have al-
ready become targets for those advocating and supporting
homosexuality and should be prepared.

3. Sam Leonardi 6 Hancock County Prison Ministry

Sam came to speak to us on March 22. He spoke at Adult
Sunday School, and at some length during the worship ser-
vice. His passion for what he does was evident and he spoke
with great conviction about the saving work of prison ministry.

Hospitality Ministry
April 2009 report by Pat Lewis

We have been going about our regular routine of Pot-Luck
Dinners each month and Coffee Fellowship each Sunday, fol-
lowing the church service.

Every now and then, we see new faces and it is nice to see
them joining with us in fellowship.

The ministries of the church have increased, and so the use of
the kitchen has also increased, with us all trying to share the
space. It reminds me once again, how thankful we are for all
the hands, time, and money that has made the kitchen possi-
ble and workable. Also for those who contributed the new
equipment and supplies, we are grateful. It would have been
next to impossible to have all the programs we do now, and
still expect the old kitchen to have been serviceable.

Monday, March 23rd, the Hospitality Ministry agreed to do the
Seder planning. The advertising had gone out Island-wide,
and we heard indirectly, that the number of people attending
might be more than we could seat in the Fellowship Hall, so it
was decided to hold the Seder in the upstairs Sanctuary.
Some of us arrived Monday morning about the same time the
GOMer 6s were meeting, and
them. It was a nice treat! Everyone worked very hard, we
broke for lunch and then returned at 4:00 p.m. to get it all on
the plates and placed in the seats of the pews. | would like
you all to know, it was the first time we had done a Seder, but
we had a good time. We hope that you did too. There were
about 80 people attending. It was so nice to see people from
other churches attending this event as well.

Those people who worked on the Seder presentation did so
diligently and | think should be recognized for their service.
They are as follows: Janet Trobridge, Shirley Zinn, Elise
Palmer and Margaret Delehanty. Thank you ladies!!!!

One of the comments most heard, was that people enjoyed
the Charoseth, which was the apple, walnut, etc., mixture. |
have decided to enclose the recipe we were given and hope
that some of you might enjoy making it yourself. Here it is.

they



. Charoseth
2 tart apples (granny smith)

1/2 cup walnuts

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon

1 teaspoon honey
. 1 Tablespoon sweet Passover wine (grape juice)

Core apples (9t is not necessary to peel them).

Chop apples and walnuts together in food processor, blender, or by hand, until finely
chopped. (the size of grapenuts)*

With a wooden spoon, stir in the cinnamon, honey and wine until well blended.

Will serve 10-12 people.

| believe raisins were also mentioned, although they were not in this particular recipe. If
you wish to add them, | would think no more than 1/2 cup. Those would also need to be
chopped with the apples and walnuts.

mush.

’ *The food processor worked well, because you could chop the apples fine, without making

Try this, we think you will enjoy it!

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SPAGHETTI DINNER!

Praise God that we had another incredibly successful Spaghetti Benefit din-
ner for the Westside Food Pantry. We served over 100 people and made
over $1,600.00! This event is completely impossible without the support of
our entire church. Everyone gets involved, whether you put up flyers, invite

your neighbors, bake a dessert, or come to the event to dish out
pasta. Year after year, we are humbled by the commitment of all our volun-
teers to making this event a success. A congregation-wide "thank you"
from the

Local Outreach Ministry goes out for assisting us in feeding "the least of
these" (Matt. 25:40).




Tell Stories Like Life Depends on It

April 25, 2007 | By: Abraham Piper
http://www.desiringgod.org/Blog/595_tell_stories_like_life_depends_on_it/

The specific, nitty-gr i tty, sometimes disgusting, sometimes beauti ful
by faith alone, but faith needs facts. We need to believe in something particular and concrete.

After Joshua and al/l his contemporaries died, we are told
know the Lord or the work that he had done forIsrael. And t he people of | srael di d what
(Judges 2:10-11).

They didndét know God, and this | ed them into sin. They did
had done for them in the past. Their parents neglected to tell them the stories.

They didnét know that God chose Abraham to be the father o
sons i Jacob and Esau. Esau was given the hill country, but Jacob and his family went down to Egypt. Later, they were
enslaved, but God led them out of Egypt and saved them by drowning the Egyptians in the Red Sea.

These are simple stories i nothing convoluted or arcane. But forgetting them was the downfall of Is-
rael over and over again.

Why? What difference do the stories make?

The stories T the facts i give shape to the one we ought to worship. What God does shows who he
is. So when these Israelites began to forget the details, God began to seem like all the other options
that were out there to worship. And fit hey Jwdyaes
2:22).

There are, of course, many other ways to protect ourselves and our kids from forsaking the truth, but
this one is so simple and essential that it would be foolish to neglect it: tell your kids stories. Know the facts and then pass
them ond it will help them be saved.

It matters that God created the heavens and the earth; that man sinned and now deserves hell; that Christ came and
died; and that if we believe in him we will be saved.

I't also matters that Enoch didnoét di e, but was taken up by
peg through the skull of Sisera; that Elijah was fed by ravens next to a brook before he went to Zarephath and raised a

wi dowés son from the dead; t hat |l saiah had to walk naked f
married a prostitute named Gomer ; t hat Peter cut Mal chusds

window down a wall in a basket.

Clearly some biblical facts matter l ess thygearodttdldesr S avibut t k
right now are David killing Goliath, Jesus dyi h3pmwidI)he cr
his words, not mine. Obviously there is a hierarchy of i mp
out over ti me. My job right now is to tell him the things
parents of a generation who forgets!

The stories in the Bible i from the least important to the most important i show us who

God is. The less our kids know about this
because they wonot
will walk with him, because they will have

book, the easier it will be for them to ignore God,
ithm .moréAthey know about it, the more likely they
seen the great things that a God like him can do.
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This monthés selection came from a friendébés email concer rhowihg (
came to Christ and forsook all of his old ways immediately. He soon was somewhat persecuted from his old friends in Hollywood. The
song he wrote which became very popular, Alt I s No Secret Wiorat
us who seek Him wholeheartedly and want to take a firm stand for Jesus Christ in this very troubled world today! i Al | things
bl e wit hMathenl9:26

Carl Stuart Hamblen

Born on October 20, 1908, in Kellyville, TX, the son of an
itinerant Methodist preacher and died in 1989, in Santa
Monica, California, of brain cancer.

Back in the 50's there was a well known radio host/comedian/song writer in Hollywood named Stuart Hamblen
who was noted for his addictions to drink and women. In 1949, along came a young preacher to Los Angeles
holding a tent revival. Hamblen had him on his radio show presumably to poke fun at him. In order to gather
more material for his show, Hamblen showed up at one of the revival meetings.

Early in the service the preacher announced, "There is one man in this audience who is a big fake." There were probably others who
thought the same thing, but Hamblen was convinced that he was the one the preacher was talking about (some would call that convic-
tion), but he was having none of that. Still the words continued to haunt him until a couple of nights later he showed up drunk at the
preacher's hotel door around 2AM demanding that the preacher pray for him! But the preacher refused, saying, "This is between you
and God, and I'm not going to get in the middle of it." But he did invite Stuart in and they talked until about 5 AM at which point Stuart
dropped to his knees and with tears, cried out to God in repentance. He made a decision to devote his life to Christ. He gave up drink-
ing, his radio programs and his acting career.

Hard times were upon him. He tried writing a couple of "Christian" songs but the only one that had much success was i Thi s
House" , written for his friend, Rosemary Clooney. As he continued to struggle, a long time friend named John took him aside and told
him, "All your troubles started when you 'got religion,” was it worth it all ?0 Stuart aaskedy&oued
liked your booze somuch,dondét you ever miss it ?dhnAhemdsait, I'l dontaundsrsiand howvyos cowld giMenit. "
up so easily." And Stuart's response was, "It's no big secret. All things are possible with God." To this John said, "That's a catchy
phrase. You shoul d write a song about it.o And as they say, "ltlEiNe r
Secret." "It is no secret what God can do. What He's done for others, He'll do for you. With arms wide open, He'll welcome you. It is

no secret, what God can do...."

By the way, the friend was John Wayne. And the young preacher who refused to pray for Stuart Hamblen? ....That was Billy Graham.
He began traveling across the country speaking and singing at Youth for Christ rallies, Billy Graham crusades and churches with his
wife Suzy.

During a 1963 crusade in Los Angel es, Graham call ed Hambl Ass@ s
ciation's ministry, where before Hamblen accepted Christ the crowds were rather small. Graham said Hamblen was the No. 1 radio per-
sonality in Los Angeles, which drew in crowds. That evening, also Graham's first coast-to-coast television broadcast, Hamblen shared
about his faith and sung/spoke his signature hymn "It Is No Secret (What God Can Do)." Gr aham attri buted Han
as instrumental in capturing a wild panther in the Los Angeles arena prior to the crusade.

Stuart Hamblen was awarded a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 1976.

STUART HAMBL E NWELLMREBMN SONGS INCLUDE:

Until Then Known Only to Him This Ole House
It Is No Secret Friends | Know Teach Me Lord to Wait

|l 6ve Got So Many Mi | DpeoUp Yduetears

It Is No Secret

ilt is no secret what God can do. ) ) ) )
What He's done for others, He'll do for you. AThere is no night fidhere Hssnbighght f
With arms wide open, He'll pardon you. You never walk alone. You never walk alone.

s )Always feel at home,

't is no secret what GodWoyafgelahpme (Choru A

Wherever you may goWberever you may go.
ifiThe chimes of time ring _out the news, . )
Another day is through. nThere is no power @G@ahecenpgsenoypawer ¢
Someone slipped and fell. While God is on your side. While God is on your side.
Was that someone you?o Take Him at His promise, Take Him at His promise,

Don't run away and Pbdet orun away and h
AYou may have |l onged forChowdded strength, Chorus

Your courage to renew.
Do not be disheartened,

For | have news for you. 0 o
Chorus Resources: Wikipedia; Snopes.com;
Google; Geocites.com



The May Women's Fellowship meeting will be at Mary Beal's house on
Wednesday, May 13th at 10:00a.m. The subject will be 'Honor Thy
Mother' . The planned program is varied. Please bring a photo of your mother
(or of a woman of great significance in your life) and be prepared with an anec-
dote or memory to do with your mother (or other) to share with the group. We
will discuss Biblical models of motherhood for encouragement and inspiration.
We also plan to fill a basket of non -essential, nice things for a hard -pressed single Mom. Some pretty
things, some treats, some lotions or soaps, small items like pretty socks, nice tee shirt, journal, box of
greeting cards - use your imagination. We imagine this lady doesn't give herself much, and the idea is
to honor all she does for her family. Please bring your gifts with you to the meeting or leave them with
Mary, Kay, Kari or Elise if you are unable to come. If you are able to stay for lunch, bring a sandwich.
Tealcoffee and dessert are provided. This is a great opportunity for fellowship, all are welcome.
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CONFERENCES

MEN6 S CONFERENCE

The Downeast Me n 6 s \ilbehkleMayelh & ¥ at Rdlirai® View School

in Sullivan. Information and registration forms are available at the back of the church or call 244-5487 for
more information. You may register on line at www.downeastmensfellowship.org.

Keynote Speaker is Rod Handley founder of Character the Counts. World Class

Comedy lllusionist, Bruce McKenzie Johnson will make an appearance as a special guest. il
This is open to Mend young and old.
Donét miss this opportunity in our backyard to h

EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
June 20th 9:00 a.m.& 3:00 p.m.

This will be an exciting time of fellowship and learning as we gather to hear our own Pastor and others share
with us on the topic of AEvangeli smo. Since this is
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