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Growing People or People Growing?  

A Biblical Concept of Discipleship & Growth  

In the continuing effort to keep you apprised of what the eld-
ers are studying, we come to a chapter in Mark Deverôs book 
9 Marks of a Healthy Church in which  he deals with a deep 

concern of mine; discipleship and growth. Here he states in a very frank way, 
that for a church to be categorized as óhealthy,ô it has to be serious about spiri-
tual growth.  He states, ñIn a healthy church, people want to get better at fol-
lowing Jesus Christ.ò 

In my pastoral visits last year, one of the challenges I stressed was for each of 
us to start thinking more intentionally about growing spiritually.  We plan and 
make goals in other parts of our lives (finances, retirement, weight, reading, 
etc), but how many of us actually sit down and intentionally plan how to feed 
ourselves enough and in the right ways in order to better our walk with Christ? 

Dever goes on to make a very important point, and one that we have to real-
ize is true! In the New Testament the idea of church growth involves more 
than just ñgrowing peopleò (#ôs in attendance), but in ñpeople growing.ò  That 
the main emphasis is on people growing, maturing and deepening in their faith 
in Christ (Eph 4:14-16). He goes on to point out two very important principles: 
First, Dever states that it is not the preacher who causes growth. God may 
use the preacher, work through the preacher, but it is not the pastor who 
causes growth! Secondly, that spiritual growth is ultimately a work of God ; 
that it does not depend on us, but on Him!  

Knowing that spiritual growth is dependent on Yahweh does not remove any 
of the responsibility on us.  We have to place ourselves in the best possible 
environment, or soil if you will, for growth. He quotes 2 Peter 1:5-8 to give us a 
great insight into what this ñsoilò should look like: 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; 
and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to 
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if 
you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you 
from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not have them, he is near-
sighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from 
his past sins. 

Along with cultivating these qualities in greater measure, Dever also says that 
the soil should be rich with other external ingredients such as expositional 
preaching; the teaching of Biblical theology; an understanding of what the Bi-
ble teaches regarding the Gospel, conversion, evangelism, Church member-
ship as well as the discipline that the Church needs to be administering (see 
previous Harbinger articles for more on these). 

In short, growth is a sign of life.  When something stops growing, it dies. So 
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MEMORY VERSE  

OF THE MONTH! 
"But I, with a song  
of thanksgiving,  

will sacrifice to you.   
What I have vowed  
I will make good.   

Salvation comes from the Lord.ò 
Jonah 2:9 
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how do you know if you are growing?  What is the litmus test 
that I can apply to my life to see if I am growing?  Well Jona-
than Edwards the great 18

th
 century Preacher and theologian 

wrote that true growth in Christian discipleship is not mere 
emotional excitement or increased use of religious language 
or even a growing knowledge of Scripture.  It is not even an 
increase in joy or in love or in concern for the church.  Even 
increase zeal and praise to God and confidence of oneôs own 
faith are not infallible evidence of Christian growth.  Accord-
ing to Edwards, while all these things may be evidence of 
true Christian growth, the only certain observable sign of 
such growth is a life of increasing holiness, rooted in Chris-
tian self-denial. 

So, are you growing? 

Pastor Blake Brown 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach Ministry  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We have heard from the following Outreach Partners 
this month:  
             
1. Sam Leonardi ð Hancock County Prison Ministry  
  

       Dear Friends at the High Road Church, 
 This year is fast closing and a new one will be at our 
door quickly.  The snows of winter in Maine have descended 
upon us once again and the Christmas lights are going up all 
around.  I do love this time of year!  I have taken some time 
to jot down a few notes about this past year.  My memory 
works as good as it always has, trying to remember the good 
and trying to block out stuff that wasnôt so good. 
 I look forward to the services at the jail for many reasons.  
The primary reason is to hopefully see the individual epipha-
nies that take place when the walls of discouragement and 
rejection crumble, and the light of Christ glows on the in-
mate's face.  Each Saturday evening, I am available for as 
many services as required, there are usually four services 
and every service we have Communion.  I have had the 
pleasure this past year of administering four baptisms in the 

jail.  We have a fiberglass bathtub in the garage bay that 
serves us well. 
 All the inmates are informed of the prayers and support 
that you send.  The Lord is good and will provide a refuge for 
those incarcerated with your continued support. 
 Thank you for all the prayers and support.  I would like to 
thank each and everyone who has believed in the Lord and 
trusted him. 

 
 
   

2. Doug and Fran Palmeter ðCampus Crusade for 

Christ, Orono  

 Fran, the boys, the many students that we work 
with and especially the ones that have come to Christ 
thank you.  Through your open hearts, God uses you to 
bring others to himself, to help others grow, and to offer love 
and grace to those who spurn Him.  We thank God every day 
for you.  As I have mentioned previously we depend heavily 
on the generous giving that comes at the end of the year.  If 
you do not regularly give perhaps you would give at this time.  
If you invest regularly into our lives and the lives of students, 
perhaps you would send additional support to help us meet 
our on going monthly expenses.  As we come close to the 
years end, Fran and I are ever amazed at Godôs faithfulness 
in His provision for our ministry and family.  Thank you once 
again for your love and prayers. 
 PS  The boys are playing in the snow.  They love to 
build their sled run and play till they are covered with snow 
and frozen through.  Fifteen inches came down last night.  It 
is a snow day for the schools, but Fran only gives the boys a 
little time off.  They donôt have 
to go far to school.  Fran has 
both Josh and Zac far ahead of 
where they ight be.  Two nights 
ago, Fran and the boys went to 
a Christmas orchestra presenta-
tion in Bangor.  There were a lot 
of vignettes for children.  Danny 
came home and could hardly 
contain himself, telling me all 
about the wolf and sheep and 
Christmas songs.  Fran and the boys retrieved all the Christ-
mas decorations from the attack and are in the process of 
decorating.  Our home is warm and cozy, as long as we 
throw on wood every couple of hours.  We wish we could see 
you this Christmas season. 
 
 
 
 
3.  Lucy Lincoln ðBible translation, currently in U.S  
 

 

 

Following is her newsletter for usé... 
 
 
 
 
 

òThe prayers of the members of this 
church go with the eight outreach 
partners we support in areas and 
ministries all over the world.ó 



 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

*********REMEMBER********** 
 

That the special Christmas offering will be divided 

among our outreach partners.  If you plan to donate but 
havenôt yet, itôs not too late.  Place it in the offering plate, 
marked for mission Christmas gift within the next two 
weeks.  Many of them have very real financial needs, so be 
as generous as you can.  Also, for the next two weeks, 

Christmas cards for all eight outreach partners will be 

available for you to sign during Coffee Fellowship.  Please 
take the time to send your Christmas greetings to those who 
serve Christ for us all over th 

 

 
 
 
 

 
www.swhcc.com 

 
 Have you visited our web 
site recently.  Skip Holden has 
given us a new look and a new 
service. 
 From the home page of our 
site choose ñSermonsò from the 
choices on the left.  Choose a 
sermon, click on it, make sure 
your volume is on, and listen to 
the Sunday message! 
 If you missed a sermon 
that you heard was wonderful, 
you can go back and listen to it 
from your computer.  
 
 Thank you Skip for your 
attention to keeping us up to 
date on our website! 

Church at SW Harbor, 

A blessed Chanukah season to you!  Now is the Season of 
Lights that begins to reveal the Light of the Messiah to our 
hearts and minds.  Letôs place Chanukah lights in our win-
dows, and Christmas lights, too ï for both represent the true 
Light, Yeshua.  (Yeshua also celebrated Chanukah -- John. 
10:22-23.) 

My energy has been returning, week by week, since I ended 
the chemotherapy.  At my visit to the doctor, this week, she 
told me that in another 1-2 months, I should be back to nor-
mal.  I learned that the viral load (virus count in the blood) 
had dropped nearly 99% during the therapy!  That was much 
more than Iôd realized.  Only if Iôd dropped 100% could I 
have remained in the trial.  With just 99%, she told me that 
almost surely I would have cleared the virus by month-six, 
but just as surely I would have gotten it back again in a few 
years.  So I thank Yeshua in all of this.  Now I seek to walk 
by the Light of His Word and His Presence, and shall trust in 
His healing, whether through His grace or His provision of a 
new drug therapy. 

¶ Pray for a strength in my own body that will keep the 

virus at the new, low level. I can feel the difference! 

¶ Praise!  R., in NY, has completed his first draft of Prov-

erbs.  Since my energy is good, I plan to visit him before 
Christmas. 

¶ Praise & prayer: Lydia and Y., in Israel, are working to 

complete the back-translation (into both Russian and Eng-
lish) of the rest R.ôs Proverbs translation.  Please pray they 
may work quickly and accurately. 

¶ Praise & prayer: I hope to return to Israel in February, for 

a month or more; I have a return ticket that is good into 
March.  How long I can stay depends on an increase in 
monthly gifts and the date of a new clinical trial. Please pray 
for the Lordôs provision and leading. 

For the coming year, a have a lot of real hope.  I like this way 
of translating the difficult last words of John 1:3:  ñThe Light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness could not get 
around it.ò  Light will always outrun, outshine, outmaneuver 
the darkness.  May we know that impeccable protection and 
peace, always. 

Thanks for your support and prayers.   

Trusting in Him, 

Lucy  

 

 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letôs review 2007 and see how we can improve our finish in 2008. 
 

 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 2 Timothy 4:7 NIV  

 

Matt was attending a home game for his son's high school football team. At the game he struck up a conversation with a 

man who said he was a college scout. During the first half of the game, the scout paid little attention to the contest. He 

spent most of his time reviewing various papers he brought with him. This intrigued Matt and at the halftime he asked the 

man why he appeared so uninterested. "You see," confided the scout, "Most players come out with a lot of adrenaline at 

the beginning of the game. Pumped up with excitement, they will make a few good plays at the onset. I start to take interest 

in the fourth quarter. When I see someone make some big tackles or a good run then, I know he is college material. I am 

looking for the player who finishes well."  

 

How are you finishing the race? As you review the passing year, are you growing stronger or weaker in your faith? What 

can you do this coming year to finish well? Resolve in your heart to live fully for Jesus. Make a fresh surrender to his lord-

ship in all of your life. Ask God for the grace to "finish well."  

 

 Resolved: that all men should live for the glory of God. Resolved second : That whether others do or not, I will.                                                                                                         

Jonathon Edwards 



 

   

 

  
 

We have had some wonderful Potluck dinners in 2007.  The picture above was from the Potluck featuring  
 

ñThe Gospel Gentsò.   
 

In 2008, plan to attend some of our monthly fellowship get-togethers.  We have renamed the Potluck Din-
ner to Fellowship Nights.  Plan to come when you can and enjoy getting to know one another better. 
 
 
 
 

Next Fellowship Night  
January 19th 

6:00 p.m. 
 
 


