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He told them,
AThis is what
The Christ will suffer and rise
from the dead on the third day,
and repentance and forgiveness
of sins will be preached in his
name to all nations,

beginning at

Luke 24:46-47
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

several years we havgq
Purse by joining churches across the U.S. in filling

shoe boxes for Operation
Christmas outreach.

Hereds an inspiring word
maritandés Purse, the Ope

soring agency:

Dear Friend,

A 14--year-old girl in Paraguay wrote a note expressing how Opera-
tion Christmas Child had touched h¢g
gifts that we received, but the most wonderful thing was to meet Jesus
through the Bible |l essons, 0 she sai
sus, telling them how much God loves them. Some of my friends have al-
ready trusted Jesus as their Savior

This scene will be repeated in some 100 countries as millions of girls
and boys receive gift-filled shoe boxes this year. What starts out as a simple
giftd a shoe box containing toys, school supplies, and toiletriesd is used by
God to transform the hears and souls of millions of children and their family
members. We praise the Lord for churches and organizations like yours who
make this life-changing project possible. From packing shoe boxes to praying
for the boys and girls who will receive them, your compassionate service truly
does make a world of difference.

Thank you for your commitment to this unique missions project. May
God bless you as you share the Good News of Jesus Christ with precious
children around the world.

Our coll ecti date f this annual

(loved by Jesus!) is

on or

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 16th.

The shoebox brochures, -twad he xopolxa nl aatb
back table in the sanctuary. Grab one or more and go shopping!
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Call:(207) 244 5487 or

To contact the editor, Dori Williams:

Email: office@swhcc.com



HELPS FOR WORSHIP: PSALMS & HYMNS
William Shishko
"Where's the choir?"

In the Old Testament, one group of Levites was dedicated
to the work of singing in the temple (see 1 Chron. 9:33;
25:1-8). With the coming of Jesus Christ (whose person
and work were foreshadowed in the Old Testament tem-
pled see John 2:19-21), the Old Testament temple and its
worship are superseded by the church as the temple of
God (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:21). There is no
indication from the pages of the New Testament or the
earliest records of Christian church history that there ever
was (as in the Old Testament temple) a separate choir in
Christian worship.

During the Middle Ages, as worship was more and more
removed from congregational participation, choirs sepa-
rate from the congregation developed.

But the Protestant Reformers returned singing to the con-
gregation, arranged for the printing of psalters and hym-
nals for use in the churches, and encouraged a whole-
hearted response of praise from the entire congregation.
Indeed, congregational singing of Psalms and hymns be-
came a hallmark of Protestant churches.

In our congregations today, we should build upon this his-
toric Protestant emphasis. "Where's the choir?" you ask.
The answer is: "It's sitting in the pews!" The entire congre-
gation is the choir.

This has many practical implications:

1. We should have "choir practice” in our homes during
personal and family worship, and on other occasions when
we are gathered together for meetingsd for example, dur-
ing the prayer meeting.

2. We should use tunes that are learnable and singable
by every age group in the congregation. "Young men and
maidens together, old men and children” should be able to
praise the Lord in song (Ps. 148:12-13).

3. We should remember that God is listening to the choir,
that is, the congregation. He should be as pleased to re-
ceive our praise as we are to hear praise sung in our hear-
ing (1 Pet. 2:5).

For Reflection
1. How does considering God as the "spectator" of your
worship affect the way you sing?
2. How can your home be a better place of weekly "choir
practice"?

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square,
New York. Reprinted from New Horizons, July 2006.
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The Outreach Ministry

1. We so much enjoyed having Doug Palmeter and family
here recently sharing about their Campus Crusade for
Christ ministry. Here is a 10/8/08 letter we received
from them:

Dear Friends:

This is a prayer letter. That is, | am asking you to pray
for a few people specifically even as you read this and
hopefully during the weeks ahead as you have it posted on
the ridge. Thank you ahead of time for praying.

Jeremy is a Christian but right now is not giving God much
of his life. Pray that God draws him to Himself with His
love. Pray that Jeremy moves towards God.

Jamal is not yet a believer. He is very busy with school and
football. He is open to God and it seems that he wants to
know God. He knows very little about God. Pray that he
continues to move towards God. Pray that he starts meet-
ing with me again. Pray that God creates a burning desire
in him to know Him.

Derrick is a believer and a very nice guy. He is a little de-
fensive but | have seen change. He has been a Christian
for a number of years, but has to look in the index to find
the book of John. Pray that Derrick grow and becomes a
light to his team and friends.

Brandon is not yet a believer. We really enjoy being to-
gether. Ask God to draw Brandon to Himself. Ask God to
convict him. Ask God to show him his need. So many of
the students we work with

Hannah is not yet a believer. She comes over twice a
week to teach Spanish to the boys. Fran enjoys having her
around. Hannah has a unique group of friends, they are a
little fAearthyo. Ask God t
boyfriend.

Bob is not doing well spiritually. Sexual sin is so prevalent
on campus and captures the feelings of so many. Ask God
to convict Bob and enable him to turn back to Him.

Dennis is a Christian coach. He keeps his faith
Aundergroundo. Ask God to
and power to share his faith freely. Ask God to enable Den-
nis to experience the love of Christ in his life.

KO is not yet a believer. He is a great guy. Ask God to
convict and draw KO to himself. Like so many others, he
has little or no knowledge of God and the bible. Pray that
we are able to start meeting again.

Fran, the Boys and | are doing well and getting ready for
winter. Ask God to continue to draw us to each other in
love. Ask God to give us wisdom to keep our pace slow.
Ask God to continue to use our family in the lives of non
believers. Ask God that we honor Him just a little each day.

Seeking the Lost Always,
Doug and Fran Palmeter
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2. John Rankin & Theological Education Institute, Connecticut

Challenging news from a recent email:
Greetings, as always, in the love of the Lord.

This election season is dripping with political idolatry and a
spiritual contest for power. We have not seen such conflict
since the 1860 election, as a physical civil war hung in the
balance. We have a spiritual civil war today in terms of bibli-
cal versus pagan ethics in government and the rest of soci-
ety.

Last night, someone with an IP address in Hicksville, NY,
hacked into our computer system and deleted our web-
sites, our online store, and our four main email accounts.
They are now restored. The Gospel, when lived and shared
with love, intellectual rigor and spiritual power, creates many
enemies. We need your prayers. Here are three large arenas
of conflict:

1. Same-sex marriage was imposed on Connecticut today

by the State Supreme Court.

2. Regardless of how the presidential election turns out, it

increasingly looks like racial tensions are going to be magni-

fied afterward.

3. The economy is crashing, due to much deceit over many
years in every arena of the culture.

My ministry and vision for the past 25 years is to bring the
Gospel into the culture -- there is no other way to redeem this
nation. | pray you can join us in three ways:

1. Mars Hill Forum #138 is on October 25 at The First Ca-
thedral in Bloomfield, CT: "Is Same-Sex Marriage Good for
the Nation?" My guest is the most effective lesbian activist in
Massachusetts, Arline Isaacson.
2. Mars Hill Forum #139 is on November 6 at the Kingdom
Life Church in Milford, CT: "The Bible, Race and American
History: What are the Issues?" My guest is the Rev. Dr.
Jeremiah Wright, former pastor to Senator Barack Obama.
Details forthcoming.
3. Click onto my recent blog for a biblically simple way to
heal our economic mess, and pass it along:
http://reviohnrankin.blogspot.com/

Finally, finances have been very hard as we have devoted
ourselves to preparing these two forums, which could not
come at a more timely juncture. We need your most generous
support. Click here: https://teinetwork.com/store/donate/

Blessings and your servant in Jesus,
John

Please PRAY for Rev. Rankin at this crucial time for his min-
istry, and GIVE if you are able.

MISSIONS EVENTS TO WATCH FOR IN NOVEMBER
VISIT FROM THE HIMS

On, SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23, we will be privileged
to have one of our Outreach Partner families, Heap and Jen-

nifer Him share about their life and ministry to AIDS victims in

Heapds native Cambodi a. The
Uu. S. A. on sabbatical and wedv
country RV journey as they visit supporting churches. Now

theydre coming to wus! Heap w
Sunday School class that mor n
attender, youol |l be especially
come, you are mostwelcomed i t 6s a good ti me

SOMETHING TO PRAY ABOUT

The Missions Ministry began an outreach to the Em-
maus Shelter in Ellsworth last spring, with several trips to sort
out their linen room. Now we are expanding that outreach by
providing a meal for the approximately 20 shelter residents on
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9. The Missions Ministry (and
spouses), under the capable, willing and enthusiastic direc-
tion of Eric and Dianna Novella, will prepare a meal in our
church kitchen that Sunday
the food to Ellsworth and serve and share it with those at the
shelter. This outreach is a long-desired, planned for and
prayed for new Missions endeavor. If it works out, we plan to
make it a more regular outreach, and will begin involving the
congregation. These are our neighbors in needd pray for us
as we serve them!
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AND SPEAKI NG OF THE EMMAU!
Herebds the fall l etter fro

holiday needs. A collection basket will be at the back of the

church for a few weeks. Be as generous as you cand these

are our neighbors!

Dear Friends of the Emmaus Homeless Shelter:

We are experiencing high numbers of people needing
shelter and non-residential services. Currently, we have 21
families and 6 individuals on a waiting list. One might ask
where they stay while they are waiting. Well, we had a
woman and her 15-year-old son living in their car, a man liv-
ing by the river and 11 people crammed into one small apart-
ment!

The Emmaus Shelter has been full since last October
and has served many Afractured
have been chall enged -wjingto padys u
back fuel/electric bills, rents, medications, food, etc. We are
doing our best to relieve their despair, anger and frustration,
but know we are only placing a bandage.

The reality is we cannot begin to grapple with the
daunting challenge being put upon us without some financial
assistance from outside sources. At the shelter we are aver-
aging 650-700 bed nights a month and could exceed over
7,000 for 20088 an increase of 2,000 over 2007!

We need your help. Can you make a donation to-
day?

Gratefully,
Sister Lucille MacDonald, Administrator

EMMAUS NEEDS
EMMAUS HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS

Fall has arrived and we are currently in the midst of


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001jjGWMGkAphrgGJQxGqotutYocXXQfNs9M1dewWRRju0BGA9z5zbhnVZtvRcyp9SXlGcCRDzrzMNKdlI7B2Z-MWDuJ-exvhOi2tlV1krFnyot-z-sjj8so7yL3zBQ56Lg
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001jjGWMGkAphrgdaTfIm0nfelBpav-4rATNCRRUzaS9bNgKiJPbAriA84tQkZXpVBzkpemRLdsEA1f-zgiD78KYWdUbiP84045Vr8-0TgXQGQhMCt-kG8bxn08wWSFW5euFxHkBeuOVNs=

preparing the Emmaus Food Baskets. Last Thanksgiving, 158 families/individuals requested Emmaus
Food Baskets from the Shelter. We are currently stocking our shelves with the following items and if
you, your family, church and organization could assist us in any way we would be most grateful. The
following items are included in the Holiday Baskets:

turkey, stuffing, gravy, canned green beans, corn, sweet potatoes, reqular
potatoes, cranberry sauce, nuts, raisins, rolls and pies

Last year, we were able to purchase some Thanksgiving

that were donated to the Shelter. If fresh vegetables are donated we will include them in the food box.

CHRISTMAS

The Christmas Adopt -A-Family Program  will be offered again this year. In 2007 we assisted 175 families
and this included 689 gifts to individuals. Each year we try to simplify the process and we are truly grateful to the
volunteers who work very hard to make this program a reality for needy families. It is not an easy task!

We are very indebted to the many individuals, families, organizations, businesses and schools who have
come to our assistance over the past 15 Christmas Seasons. The process is quite simple: families come in and fill
out the necessary paperwork to be adopted and we do our best to fulfill their request. Once we receive the family
reguest we try to match them up with families who are willing to Adopt-A-Familyd last year 89 families were adopted.

This process of adoption can take place in various ways: some request and receive the actual paper work
of the family and then go out and purchase the gifts and return the items by a certain date to the shelter to be given
to the family; others adopt families by sending in money and volunteers go out and purchase the items and/or gift
cards. We explain to those requesting gifts that they can ask for items up to a $30 value per person on their list.

We would appreciate any assistance again this year. Please call, email, or ring our door bell if you feel you
can lend a hand to those in need.

EMMAUS GENERAL WISH LIST

These are items we use daily and would welcome donations:

Coffeed regular and decaf Standard size pillows Phone cards
Sugar, margarine, butter Plastic twin mattress & Pillow covers Diapersd large (sizes 4 & 5)
Quart & gallon storage & freezer bags Lysol disinfectant, Pine Sol Adult Advil, Tylenol, Ibuprofen

Trash bags (30 & 13 gal.) Dish & laundry det. and dishwater tabs Toilet paper and paper towels

t

u



/ From the fAHymn Corner o

ACome ye thankful peopl e, come. Rai se the
Henry Alford
1810-1871
From reading many articles concerning AHenry Alfordo, S

He is regarded as one of the most gifted Christian leaders of the nineteenth century, as a theologian, scholar, writer, poet,
artist and musician.

Born into a line of highly respected Anglican clergy in London, Henry followed their examples. At age sixteen, he wrote in
the flyleaf of his Bible: il do this day, in the prese
determine henceforth to become Hi s, and do His work as
from one position to another very quickly.

Henry had a strong relationship with evangelicals and other non-conformist groups He resisted the high-church movement
within the Anglican Church strongly. One of his friends was Alfred Lord Tennyson. As Dean of Canterbury Cathedral, he
remained there from the year of 1847 until his death in 1871. While there, he began preaching a series of Sunday afternoon
services which attracted large crowds. Considered evangelical in his preaching which caused the church leaders some dis-
dain, his good humor and friendliness won their affection in the end. He could see the best points in all Christian positions;
however, much he might oppose them. He had a talent for teaching the Bible systematically and explaining in a way that
0si mple people could under st and®d.The TravalswiPdul dat dage sixeamdya campendiouse
History of the Jews when he was scarcely nine year old! With all of his talents, Henry had a very grateful heart. At the end of
the day and after every meal, he would stand up and give thanks to God for blessing him so richly.

From all of his talents composing hymns, writing biblical commentaries, his greatest fame was The New Testament in
Greek (4 vols.), which he worked on for twenty years. He is best known for his hymn, i Co me Y e T.hHenviote i fbr
English harvest festivals, a moveable feast varying with harvest time in various villages. You may even hear it sung at
SWHCC Church this Thanksgiving season.

AfCome, ye thankf ul peopl e, come,
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin.

God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied;

Come to God's own temple, come, r

AAlI'l the world is God's own field
Wheat and tares together sown unto joy or sorrow grown.

First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear;

Lord of harvest, grant that we wh

fiFor the Lord our God shall come, and
From His field shall in that day all offenses purge away,
Giving angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast;
But the fruitful ears to store in His

AfEven so, Lor d, gui ckly come, bring Th

Gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,

There, forever purified, in Thy garner to abide;

Come, with al/l Thine angels c¢come, rai s
A blessed Thanksgiving to all!

Sandy Johnson

References: Great Christian Hymn Writers, by Jane Stuart Smith and Betty Carlson, published by Crossway books; 101 More Hymn Stories, by Kenneth
W. Osbeck, published by Kregal Publications, Logos.com; chi.gospelcom.net; 1902encyclopedia.com
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