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The man took his son out to the back porch of their house.
He pointed to a bucket that was bent, dirty and even had a

"minister"). We must believe that God himself is with us as we
gather for worship, and we are encouraged to fully involve
ourselves in what is to come because his greeting is a prom-

couple of holes in it. ASon, 0ieli§racsAdadiatemfhiadd thiendsPdhcedPib. gnd@ s e t
Lhz[ (l?ukckettdgwn rtr?(:h?e greek, fill it with water and bring it fullness of the blessings of redemptiond to those who re-

The boy realized that the bucket had holes in it, but he
obeyed his father. By the time he made it back up the hill,
all the water had leaked out of the bucket. His father had

him do it again, and again. Finally, the boy said, ADad,
no use! This bucket has holes i0Tihte apd amo@dts hof d tvwad e meod
The man replied, AYes, that 6s tCrhlﬂr%h.gowlﬁhtthelebqgtkoumegc\g clean it
nNow. o partners we Support In areas and min-
i stries al/l ovefra t.he we
You know, maybe your mind is |ike fAa bucket with 20+ s in
ito, but what a clean mind it will be by trying! S
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HELPS FOR WORSHIP: Global Food Crisis
THE SALUTATION Samaritanéds Purse and Comj
William Shishko have both made us aware of the growing global food crisis.
. There are urgent food shortages in more than a dozen
Grace to you and peace fram Gad our Father and the countries around the world. High oil prices, droughts, con-
Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Rom. 1:7, 1 Cor. 1:3, etc)) flicts, and economic downturns all play a part in what is be-
The order of worship, as presented in the bulletin, often uses ing called a fArecipe for disas
unusual words, like salutation, invocation, and benediction. Al €arth has enough resources to feed all those who are starv-
. . . ing, 0 stated a Samaritandéds Pur
of these terms have a biblical basis. By understanding them, .
) ) ) we can do something to make a
you will have a better experience of corporate worship.
This generous and caring congregation just do-
Many churches do not have a salutation at the beginning of nated $170.00 to Samaritanos F

worship. Believers gather on Sunday. They are called to wor-
ship God. They sing. They pray. They listen to the Word of
God read and preached. At best, they think of God as speak-
ing to them.

The Bible's view of worship is far grander than this!

All of the New Testament letters written to churches (i.e., writ-
ten to be read in churches during a gathering for worship) be-
gin with a greeting (formally known as a salutation), such as
the one given at the head of this article. God himself greets his
gathered people through the minister. The greeting not only
indicates that God himself is with them, but also demonstrates
that God is with them under the promise of his grace. Just as
the divine presence dwelt with the covenant people in the Old
Testament (e.g., Ps. 26:8), and just as Jesus promised that
"where two or three are gathered together in My name, | am
there in the midst of them" (Matt. 18:20 NKJV), so now God
himself is present in every gathered assembly of the New Tes-
tament temple, the church.

This ought to revolutionize our view of worship! Corporate
worship is, first of all, a gathering of God with his people! He
is really with us by the Holy Spirit! He reminds us that he is

spond in repentance and faith.

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, New

York. Reprinted from New Horizons, April 2006.

tersd the China earthquake, the cyclone in Myanmar, and
the Midwestern tornadoes. The Missions Ministry is now
asking you to pray about and dig deep to donate individually
to help alleviate this global food crisis.

Samaritands Purse Donati
P.O. Box 3000, Boone, NC 28607
Www.Samaritanspurse.org

1-800-665-2843

Compassion International Donations:
P.0O. Box 65000,
Colorado Springs, CO 80962-9951
WWw.compassion.com
1-800-366-7676

September 20th d A Big Day in the Life of the
Church

Our Missionary Doug Palmeter of Campus Crusade
for Christ will be coming to speak to us at the September

ons:



20th potluck supper. Doug has a vital ministry and is an in-
spiring speaker. The last time he was here a captivated
crowd just couldndt seem to

swer period lasted much longer than usual and no one
wanted him to stop! Come to the September 20th potluck
supper (with a salad, an entrée, or a dessert) at 6:00 pm and

stay for Dougbs program at
joys and challenges of
be blessed by Dougds ent husi

his calling (which, by the way, we share in through our
monthly support and prayers!).

(P. S. I f youdre thinking
seminar in Bangor that day also, you should have plenty of
time to make it back for our program, since the marriage
seminar ends at 3:30pm).

Schedule for September 20th

§ 9:00 am to 3:30 pm Marriage Conference with

Gary Chapman (live) at Bangor Baptist Church.
§ 6:00pm  Potluck supper
§ 6:45pm Congregational Meeting - Incorporation

& Bell Tower Restoration

§ 7:00 pm Special speaker Doug Palmeter

News from the Den
From Chaz Reed

Toward a Biblical Philosophy of Youth Ministry,
Part31 i Mi ssi on to

The mission of the Church is the worship of the one true
God. In keeping with this mission, the SWHCC Youth Ministry
uses education and programming, theology and practice, in
order to, in each student, build a solid biblical foundation, en-
courage disciplined growth, cultivate spiritual formation, and
ensure that his or her future includes remaining a disciplined
follower of Jesus Christ, glorifying and fully enjoying God in
all things.

Teenagers are strange creatures. They wear clothes i but
begrudgingly. Some wear

‘tould Blame you for notybeing &@lblel to rdtatea r
s h a r iAndj jusddr gobdsmeaswoen teenagarspnigkt evanrget anyurmm u 6 |

Mar s 0O

pant s

fall down at any minute (and sometimes they do). Others
wear shirts made with much too little cloth.

|l et him go. The question and
Teenagers also |isten to music
|l oud, too bassy, too vulgar, t

themes like premarital sex, violence, and cow tipping, who
about t

asmhoeheedytantdoooommi pmenti hg.
blue, or wear a winter hat all year long, or paint their finger-
nails black, or put ketchup on

onding.d eenagesscartainty @re sirgngercreduregnar r i ag e

But did you know that we have more in common with them
than not? They are image bearers of the one true God, cre-

ated to worship Him in Spirit
enemy; and they are us. o Or ho
God go | .0 Webre all in the sa
ior just as much as any other fallen human.

Wedre in the middle of a serie
of Youth Ministryo. Above is a
tion, AWhat is the mission of
swered it with, iThe mission o

istry is not the vehicle to heaven. Christ did not lay his life
down for the youth group; he laid it down for the church. And
the same mission that stands before the church as a whole
stands before the youth.

The goal of youth ministry is to integrate youth into the
church. And that means getting them to attend on Sunday
mornings to worship the one true God. Corporately. With us.
And wedl | use any God given me
Yes, teenagers are strange creatures. Some are of this world.
Some are bound for heaven. But
Next mont h: Al Want to Go to t

that |l ook Iike theyod6re going



Fromthef HY MN CORNERO

Fannie Crosby (1820-1915)

This past June, | chose Fannie Crosby as a Christian hero to study and report to the SWHCC

Womendés Bible Study. To my amazement, this courag
SO MUCH! Beyond writing over 8,000 hymn texts, more than any other known hymn writer, she be-
came blind at six weeks old through improper medical treatment for a possibleeye-i nf ecti on. O6Fanni e r

her blindness a handicap, but a blessing and insisted that blind people can accomplish almost everything sighted peo-
ple can. o

The Braille system was in place when Fannie was nine years of age. With the help of her Christian grandmother and
another friend after she and her mother moved from NY to CT, she memorized the entire Pentateuch (first five books
of the OT), all four Gospels, many of the Psalms and all of Proverbs, along with the entire books of Ruth and Song of
Solomon! (Wow! And | struggle to memorize our weekly Bible verses!)

Besides writing hymns and poetry, Fannie had a fine soprano voice and enjoyed playing her guitar, harp, piano and
organ!

She married a blind musician and teacher, Alexander Van Alstyne, but not a lot is known about their marriage. They
had one child who died in early infancy, not ever discussed with anyone throughout her life. She did have a love for
children, giving childrends ser mons an-itted Asnorewadentte al! A Aunt

Another interesting point, she, like Amy Carmichael, was devout and religious from childhood, but did not have a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. At age 30, she had a dramatic conversion on November 20, 1850, at a Methodist Revival.
She spoke of her conversion experience years |l ater by sa:

ever obscured it.o

In addition, | found interesting that she was NEVER bitter for her blindness! When a Scottish minister told her that it

was too bad God did not give her the gift of sight, she |
have asked to be blindéfor when | get to Heaven, the fir.
The next time that you hear or sing, Bl essed Assuranceo
iSafe In the Arms of My Savioro, fJesus Keep Me Near the

geous woman who fully lived out her faith until going Home at the age of ninety four. She wanted to live until one hun-
dred and three! What fun it must have been to be in her joyful presence!

ATo God Be the Gloryo is another of my favorite hymns.
ing that so beautifully at each Billy Graham Crusade in the past?!

ATo God Be the Glorybo

To God be the glory, great things he hath done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,

and opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he hath done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes, v i Wieey 2007
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;

but purer, and higher, and greater will be

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

Sandy Johnson
References:
Great Christian Hymn Writers, by Jane Stuart Smith and Betty Carlson and Our Hymn Writers and Their Hymns, by Faith Cook.







