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MEMORY VERSE

OF THE MONTH!

See,
| will send my messenger,
who will prepare the way before
me. Then suddenly the Lord you
are seeking will come to his tem-
ple; the messenger of the cove-
nant, whom you desire,
will come,"”

says the LORD Almighty.
Malachi 3:1

The Next Five Years

| did not realize it until someone brought it to my attention,
but Sunday July 13" marked exactly five years of ministry
among you. Sunday July 13, 2003 was the day that | first
stepped into the pulpit as your pastor. It has been such a
wonderful privilege to minister to you these last 5 years and
| would not trade it for anything.

¢

If I had to say, these last five years have been marked by one predominate
theme---growing in the Word. Looking back, | would say that we have fulfilled
what the Lord spoke to Joshua:

iBe strong and very courageous.
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the
left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this
Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.
Then you wil/ be prosperou-8 and

We have spent many hours feeding on, discussing, and being challenged by
the Word of God. It has been at the very center of who we are and what we
have been about, and it will continue to be so in the future as long as the Lord
keeps me here.

However, | would like to focus us on another command that is near and dear
to not only my heart but the heart of God---Evangelism. One of the main
themes running t hr ou g fresumectioly teachings Ghthe
theme of witnessing for Christ:

AThen Jesus came to them and sai
on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the
very end of t he-2@dMarkdl6:15(16)akt24:482 8 :
Acts 1:7-8)

He was very clear to his disciples that they share what they know to be true
with those around them, and what is near and dear to the heart of Christ
should be near and dear to our heart as well.

With that in mind, | would like to put forth the main thrust for the Southwest
Harbor Congregational Church for the next five year period---Rescuing the
Lost. Around this command will we center our ministry, focus our attention,
and pray for guidance and courage.

To many (including myself!) this is a scary endeavor. It requires a level of
sacrifice which we are either too frightened or not willing to give. But as he
told Joshua before the impossible task of conquering the Promised Land was
set before him, let us approach this next five years by being strong and coura-
geous!
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HELPS FOR WORSHIP:
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

William Shishko

"Let all things be done decently and in order.” (1 Cor. 14:40

KJIV)

The word liturgy means "order of worship." It comes
from a Greek word meaning "public work," especially as
rendered in a religious service. All churches have a lit-
urgy. Some have thought more about what an "order of
worship" should be than others have. In all cases, an or-
der of worship guides us as to how we are to do the pub-
lic work of giving God the glory that is due to his name.

Those in the Reformed and Presbyterian tradition
see the order of worship as a dialogue between God and
man. Isaiah 6:1ff. provides the pattern for this under-
standing. God is present and he is praised. The prophet
humbles himself and pleads for forgiveness of his sins.
God graciously grants forgiveness. Then God speaks to
Isaiah, giving him his commission as a prophet. Isaiah
responds in faith and obedience. Those are the essential
elements of all worshipd personal, family, and corporate.

In our "liturgy" (order of worship), note that the dia-
logue pattern is the reason for the specific elements and
their order. God speaks and we respond in praise and
confession. We ask God to bless us in this particular ser-
vice. We minister to one another and confess our sins.
God promises us forgiveness by his word. We respond in
thanksgiving and giving! (We give out of thanks for God's
goodness to us.) We hear God's word read and ask for
the Spirit's work to prepare us as it is preached. In
preaching, Christ himself speaks to us by his minister
who opens the Word of God faithfully. We respond in
faith, obedience, and appropriate praise. We go forth with
the promise of God's blessing.

What a privilege it is to have God speak to us
through his minister. And what a privilege it is for us to
respond to him as a congregation (not just individually or
as a family). Prepare yourself for your holy dialogue with
God through your worship service.

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin
Square, New York. Reprinted from New Horizons, March 2006.

The Outreach Ministry

NICARAGUAN TRIP RECAP

| want to thank all of you who helped make my trip
to Nicaragua possible through your prayers and financial
gifts. This was a life changing experience for me. It was a
privilege for me to be able to share some of what | experi-
enced at the July potluck.
presentation, I'll try to sum it up in a few words.

Compassion is doing a wonderful work for the Lord
in Nicaragua. | met the people who head up the projects,
do the translation of letters and make it all possible. | saw
many children in the different Compassion projects we vis-
ited. They were so excited to see us. | felt that | did not do
enough to show them love. | also got to help paint some
classrooms in one of the
passion center run by a local church. The highlight of my
trip was seeing my sponsored child, Rosa, and her mother.

projcce

To see her and others who live with such poverty able to be
so happy and giving gave me a glimpse of Christ. It made
me really know that my sponsorship is making a difference
in Rosabds I|ife. I also saw ho
to each chil d. I f you donét Kk
your child through compassion.com. The emails go directly
to Compassion headquarters in the country you are writing
to and the child receives it sooner than the regular mail.

| plan on going to see Rosa every two years if pos-
sible. | have already put some funds away for that purpose.
| would highly recommend visiting your sponsored child if
possible.

Thank you for the three new sponsorships of Nica-
raguan children! ) )
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A girl from one of the pro-
jects we visited. She was
heavier than she looked!

Painting one of the offices

t he

My girl, Rosa



Global Food Crisis &
Compassion International

Each night more than 300 million children go to bed hungry.
Still, an emerging global food crisis threatens to widen this
tragedy, forcing an additional 100 million people to go hungry.
A perfect storm of natural disasters, rising oil prices, and re-
duction in food staples like rice and wheat has converged to
make food unaffordable for millions already living in poverty.
Families in developing countries can no longer afford either
imported goods or the supplies to grow their own food. This
crisis is predicted to be prolonged and painful. Sadly, chil-
dren are bearing the brunt of it.

In Haiti, riots and violence have followed protests over high
food prices. In Bangladesh, one kilo of rice cost just 31 cents
three months ago. Now the cost is 56 centsd nearly double!
When you make less than $2 a dayd the wages for more
than 2 billion people around the worldd higher food prices
mean children must survive without even one meal a day.

Compassion -Assisted Children

Every region where Compassion works is affected by the cri-
sis. Food shortages or rising inflation or both are crippling
families. Compassion-assisted centers are paying more to
provide meals for children, and other center activities are suf-
fering because of the increase in food costs.

Y In Bangladesh, 95% of the 11,782 children in 82 Com-
passion-assisted centers are affected. Many children are
eating only one meal a dayd the meal they receive at the
Compassion-assisted center. The country has requested
hundreds of thousands of dollars to provide immediate
food relief to children in need.

In Haiti, inflation rates have risen 40%, pushing up food
prices. With eight out of 10 Haitians unemployed, buying
food is nearly impossible for most families. All 60,000
children Compassion serves in Haiti have been affected.
Estimates project Compassion Haiti will need at least $2
million and up to $6 million to feed registered children and
their families over the next few months. (Our Christian
Education Ministry supports Leancia in Haiti)

And this is just the beginning. Experts predict the combina-
tion of a weakening dollar, soaring oil prices, and reduction in
food production will not dissipate. They are predicting this
long-term crisis will tighten its grip on poor countries, causing
more children and families to suffer.

Compassionds Response

Compassion is committed to ensuring each one of our chil-
dren affected by the crisis receives relief. In the areas hard-
est hit by the crisis, such as Bangladesh and Haiti, Compas-
sion is already offering immediate relief. Specific objectives
include:

Y Ensuring Compassion-assisted center can operate nor-
mally, offering the same level of nutritional services

Y Providing basic food supplies to Compassion-assisted
children and their families for the immediate future

Y Distributing seeds and agricultural tools so that families

can grow their own food as well as have an opportunity to
earn extra income

From the President
My Dear Compassion Family,

Thank you in advance for your willingness to give gener-
ously during this devastating emergency. My heart is heavy
with the sad news emanating from our Compassion countries
worldwide. This global food crisis is affecting our children
and their families and even some of our workers.

While each of us may be feeling a pinch in our wallets at
the grocery store, thousands of children are waking up won-
dering, Awil | I get to eat t
cannot cut back on spending. They were barely surviving
before food prices soared. Now they have no other option
than to go hungry.

Thank God for Compassion and our staff around the
world. Already we are coming to the aid of thousands of chil-
dren whose parents can no longer afford to buy food. Our
international program staff is working furiously to come up
with a global plan that will help each Compassion child ad-
versely affected by this deepening crisis.

We are still trying to determine where the greatest needs
are and how best to meet those needs. We desperately need

your help. Isaiah 58 tells us that if we help the hungry and
satisfy the needs of the oppr
the darkness. 0

Be a light to children struggling during this crisis. Please
help us with this urgent need. | know you will do all you can.

What a privilege it is to be part of this family with you.
Sincerely in Him
Wess Stafford

This is the grocery list of Haitian farmer. This is the food he
needs to feed his family of 4 for a day.

http://www.theopedia.com/Main Page

This new link can now be found on our website,
www.swhcc.com.

Theopedia is an encyclopedia of Biblical Christianity
On this website can be found featured articles, a featured
Bible passage,

a featured theologian and much more.

Try it out and see what you can find.



