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OF THE MONTH!

‘Not by might nor by power,
but by my Spirit,'
says the LORD Almighty.
Zechariah 4:6b

adults' I would like to suggest one that comes directly from our Old Testament

N My Hero!
Who are your heroes?

There have been many articles written in the last decades
or so about the loss of the hero. Boys and girls no longer
have heroes anymore, and the ones they do have do not
exactly have admirable qualities.

<1 would like to encourage you to have heroes, even as

4

reading chall enge. | f you are foll

rently in the book of Joshua and there, my friends, is a real hero.
He is exceedingly Humble

| would like us to take notice that Joshua was with Moses from the beginning,
from the time they 1 eft Egypt, he
man. Yet throughout the 40 years of wandering, throughout all the grumbling
about food, water, etc, throughout all the attempts to overthrow Moses as their
|l eader éyou never heard a peep out g
have led Israel. A exceptional natural leader as we see later in his life. Yet,
when all people, when Miriam and Aaron, his own sister and brother, rebel
against Moses, Joshuads silence and
bly submitting to Godédés ordination
Amazing coming from such a gifted man!

He Trusted God

What a wonderful attribute to have and Joshua displayed this in spades when
he came back from spying out the land of Canaan. Ten of the twelve spies
saw who lived there, saw their walled cities and looked at what they had and
said, AWe cannot do it.o But Joshua
something else. They acknowledged the Lord who was on their side and said,
AiwWe can certainly do it.o (Num 13:3

That is exactly the perspective that Ps 91 (my visitation Scripture for 2008) is
trying to telegraph to us

Surely he wildl save you from the
pestilence. He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings
you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.
You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor
the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that de-
stroys at midday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at
your right hand, but it will not come near you.

This is what Joshua saw and this is how we should approach life. God will
protect youéTrust Hi m!

Instantly obedient

We love instant things: instant coffee, instant pudding, instant soup. Do we
love to be instant in obedience to the Lord?

One of the Hallmarks of Joshua is his instant obedience. There was never a
time when he was not asked to do something and he delayed. He just did it. |
want to challenge you to re-read Joshua and mark or underline all the times
when the Lord said fiGoo, fADoo, HAAtt
It is really encouraging to see the success he has just because he obeys Yah-
weh. He listened in the beginning when the Lord said to him,
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Be strong and courageous, because you will lead
these people to inherit the land | swore to their fore-
fathers to give them. Be strong and very coura-
geous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to
the left, that you may be successful wherever you
go (Joshua 1:6-7)

Wh a't a |l esson f
He was Perseverant

Here it is, the reason that Joshua is one of my 3 Biblical
heroes is found in just one

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you,
then choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your forefathers served
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are living. But as for me and my
household, we will serve the LORD.

Joshua followed the Lord form beginning to end. He ran the
race exclusively for Yahweh. He snapped the tape at the
end with the same focus wi
alone. Faithful to the end, that is the quality that | admire
most in Joshua. It did not matter where he was, what situa-
tion he was in, what devastating circumstance was in his
life. It did not matter what people said, how they acted to-
ward him, what they did to him, he was faithful. The Lord
was his all-in-all, his #1, his God above all else in his life.

May we all 6choose for
Joshua and persevere to the end!

One of my 3 heroes in the Bible

Look at how Joshua instantly obeys the Lord continually
throughout his life
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HELPS FOR WORSHIP:
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP (PART 2)

William Shishko

"ABe still, and Kk n(Bsw6:10h at
After six days in overdrive, it is difficult to slow down,
change gears, and get our souls to the proper speed for
the worship of God. Even with the best preparation for the
Sabbath day, the world and its concerns stick to us as we

gather on Sunday.

Corporate worship of the eternal God is the most impor-
tant activity of our week, but we come to it caught up with
the trivial things of our passing lives and a passing age.

Our remaining indwelling sin, together with the power of a
very active devild see Mark 4:158 works powerfully, and
we find it hard to turn our attention to the surpassing
greatness and goodness of the everlasting God.

Use the minutes prior to worship to "be still" and prepare
to give God praise that comes from an undivided heart.

—

ter

Here are some practical suggestions:

Discipline yourself to be quiet before worship. There will be
ample time to speak with others after the service is con-
cluded.

Go over the items in the order of worship listed in your bul-
letin. Look up the hymns and Scripture passages that will
be used. Pray over them, and ask God to powerfully use
those words in your own life and in the lives of others as
you worship.

Show your children the hymns that you will be singing. Qui-
gtlg exglainéhd desnk af worsBig and vBhat they mean. Pray
with your children for God's blessing on the service.

Pray that the Holy Spirit would come and show his trans-
forming power during the time of worship. Particularly pray
for his work in the one who will be leading worship and
preaching the Word.

For Reflection

1. What distractions before worship make it difficult to be
well piepared tg givg God glogy in £qrperate, worghip?

2. How can the time before the service best be used to
make the worship time most profitable for everyone?

3. How might you be hindering others from "being still"
before worship?

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin
S Sgiubray Neve York TRépint&l frorfDN&wyHorizbng Febeiarp e006.a t €
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The Outreach Ministry
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JOSHG6 S TRI P AND POTLUCK

Josh Williams is back
from his week-long short-term
missions trip to visit his Com-
passion child Rosa in Nicara-
gua. Many in this church fam-
ily supported Josh in his excit-
ing adventure and are waiting
anxiously to hear all about it.
wel |, we
long! Josh will be sharing with
us about his trip on the eve-
ning of July 19th, following
our regular third Saturday pot-
Il uck supper.
always dreamed of going on a
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missions trip can travel vicariously with the brave and ad-
venturous Josh as he faces the rigors of travel to and stay-
ing in a distant l and.
and perhaps ready to hop on the next plane to a mission
field ourselves! Plan to attend the potluck at 6:00 p.m. on
July 19th (with a salad, entrée, or desert in hand) and stay
to hear from our teen missionary! We are encouraging
Spanish type dishes for the potluck theme. So if you are
able, cook Spanish.
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1. Doug and Fran Palmeter 6 Campus Crusade for
Christ, Orono

Dear Friends,

Why do we do what we do? This spring | met Bran-
don, who is from the Bronx. | asked about his family. He
doesnét know who his Father
home and doesnét do much. d
He said both. He has a younger brother, prone to the
streets.

I was reading the paper tod
sity of Maine in Orono died Wednesday morning from inju-
ries suffered after apparently setting himself on fire the
ni ght beforeéo (Thursday,
News). In May when school is out, students can experi-
ence significant loneliness and loss.

Apart from God there is no purpose. Today, on campus,
students want more than
been raised by parents, or more often a parent, who has
never graced the door of a church. | meet students who
say they are Baptist. But when | ask how often they attend
services they say they went once or twice. A Godless cul-
ture, where truth is left to the individual and purpose is sup-
posed to be discovered by some magical
method chanced upon by the individual,
|l eaves student s
why we are here.

On Wednesday evenings this summer
we will be hosting an open house cook
outi just a healthy place for students to
connect with each other and hopefully
come closer to God. You know it is a good idea when Fran
is whole heartedly for it.

t hey

role models that are less than desirable. Each month | and
Fran will meet with the athletes individually to build relation-

We Gshid, memtor| and ipvitei threm poi ar reladignship with «Gdd.

Five coaches support the program and just this week the
Athletic Director approved of the idea and supports it. |
have been working closely with his assistant.

On a personal note, the boys are into baseball. They
always receive compliments from other parents. They
really do very well. We love them so much. Fran has
made a wonder ful
havald greataninidtry #né aré acéainm®d by 4l ipgople but
have not love we are worthless. If we look good and see
big results, without |l ove
praying for our family to increase in love. Pray that we in-
creasingly love those without Christ. Pray for us to use the
opportunities this summer with students in summer classes
to bring them to Christ.

Love,
Doug and Fran Palmeter (The Boys too-Danny,

JoghgandZacy hi s mother 6stays
P.S. Thank yoy for alh y91h 4p, ¥ou gre thig minjsys We

love you.” We work to be good stewards of all that God has
gi ven us, and all owed us to
¥1 studen at the
2. John Rankm 6 Theologlcal Educatlon Institute, Hartford
(from Johnods
Wegyin §he clé%gch areycgligdgto egwlar:#:% the blb|l9’:\é Royvey,
to live in the light, and there are three élements in view in
the Bible:
1. Physics -- wherever light is presence, by defini-
h a v etionpedgeslityiderknesg tees. They h
2. Ethics -- when we live openly in the sight of
God and one another, with no hidden agendas,
those who live in the darkness flee.
Spiritual domains -- Jesus is the light of the world, he calls
us to be the same as his servants; and in the presence of
such light, the devil, who is the prince of darkness, also
flees.

h o p iMoch of the so-cate@ 'réligious rightt Ads @aled in recent

years, and all because of a genetic fallacy. The term
"religious right" is political not theological, in contrast to the
"secular left" and the "religious left." This language is reac-
tive, not proactive. It allows the darkness to define the pub-
lic language, and the light of the Gospel is so easily lost. |
always speak of what is biblical as opposed to what is non-
biblical, and the closest language | use to current political

application

6/ 19/ 08

On a different wvein, in eueenisys tacalhnyself ® Qre-lifeplidestdrian” fedameo & ik
out exception, there has been a coach, a parent, a grand- rooted in the unalienable rights of life, liberty, property and
parent, an uncle or a teacher that has believed in him/her. hence, the power to pursue true happiness, rooted ulti-
They believed in him/her when almost no one else did, they mately in Genesis 1-2. | eschew the political language of
believed when the road to a starting position was a long conservative versus liberal, right versus left, etc. It ends up
one. only being a turf war of competing human egos. No thank

Athletes know that even though they have worked hard you.
to develop mind and body, they are still fortunate to be
competing at a double AA level. Because of this and the Let me sum up with these words:
gifts they have, athletes want to give back. Most athletes,
whether in the pros or collegiate level, enjoy giving a Wherever the light is present, the darkness will flee. Do
Abumpd to those coming
lete to Athlete (A2A)- a mentoring program for athletes to every breath we take? And do we know how to trans-
meet with youth, ages 1-13, to pass on physical and life late this into politics, and thus show God's mercy,
skills. These are impressionable years when students look which triumphs over evil, to a hurting world?
to role models for direction in life. All too often they adopt
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Some thoughts from John in this contentious, crucial election year.

[Excerpt from Chapter 1 of The Six Pillars of Honest Politics  : & 2008 John C. Rankin]
We have this book in our church library.

If political life were to be influenced by the six pillars of honest politics, | believe the positive trans-
formation would be remarkable.
1. The power to give affirms that the unalienable rights given by the Creator belong to all people
equally, and leaders in human government should serve such a gift.
2. The power to live in the light means leaders in human government at every level should be as fully transparent
as possible.
3. The power of informed choice is rooted in an honest definition of terms in political debate, providing a level play-
ing field for all ideas to be heard equally, apart from which political freedom is not possible.
4. The power to love hard questions is in place when political leaders honor and answer those who pose them the
toughest questions.
5. The power to love enemies recognizes that even the harshest of political opponents share a common humanity
and are to be treated with respect.
The power to forgive recognizes the need to address our individual and societal transgressions against each other,
and to work toward justice and reconciliation.

These six pillars are by definition pre-partisan. In other words, they set the foundation for healthy partisan debates
over public policy, in service to the consent of the governed. The deepest partisanship is the creation of a level play-
ing field for all partisan ideas to be heard equally, where the pursuit of truth in any and all matters becomes possible.

And | would easily vote for political candidates who live and articulate the substance of such pillars, regardless of
political party, in contrast with those who do not.

One reason is that these pillars serve the power of simplicity, truth-telling and transparency. They naturally sepa-
_ rate honest politics in service to the consent of the governed, from self-serving political agendas.

iz And out of honest politics flow the healthiest grappling with specific debated issues.

_ NATURAL DISASTERS
¢ There have been many natural disasters all over the world recentlyd an earthquake in China, a cy-
t clone in Burma, flooding and tornadoes in the American Midwest. These have resulted in great loss

eof |1 fe, property destruction, and emotional di st
% through Operation Christmas Child, is working to bring relief, comfort, and Christ to people in all
these areas. The Missions Ministry wants to join

fering of the world. We will be taking up a special offering on SUNDAY JULY 20 for relief work in these devastated
areas. Please give as generously as you are able. (Make checks out to the church with the notation
fiSamaritands Purse relief work=o)

VA

Global Food Crisis &
These disasters among other things have an effect on the Compassion children that we sponsor. This
is an excerpt from a letter from Dr. Wess Stafford, President of Compassion International.

I am saddened with the news we are hearing about how the current global food crisis is affecting our chil-
dren, their families, and even some of our field staff. The price for rice, beans corn and other food staples has
risen exponentially in recent months, crating extreme hardship and suffering. | cannot overstate the need.

Families earning less than $2 per day cannot afford to keep up with these rising prices. There is just no
margin. The impact is truly devastating.

To find out more go to compassion.com.  If you feel led to give to this cause you can give on line or send dona-
tions to: Compassion International

12290 Voyager Parkwaybr

Colorado Springs, CO 80921

Your prayers are needed for all Compassion children and for the children this church sponsors.
COMPASSION NICARAGUA
The following is an email Josh Williams received from one of the people he visited Nicaragua with. He would

like to share it with all of us.
From Doug West:



Last week a small group of us stood in
Juandés yard in Ciudad Sandino, Nicar a-
gua, to learn more about his and his
f ami | y @le ait wa leot and still,
with some pesky flies and mosquitoes
buzzing around. His wife, Brenda, did
most of the talking. They had 3 chil-
dren and all of them were sponsored in
the local Compassion projects. 3 is the
maximum number of children from one
family that can be enrolled, so that
alone told me they were in a desperate
situation. A few from the group sat in
some plastic chairs in front of their
12x12 single-room house made of
scrap boards, some cinderblocks and a
rusting tin roof, as we asked questions
about their kids, their jobs, their hopes
and dreams, etc. One of their sons and
2 other local boys were high above us
in the branches of the mamon tree,
gathering the small fruit to eat or sell.

At most homes we visit on these trips, we are welcomed inside. It was different here. Brenda was embarrassed
about how little they had; ashamed of their poverty. We all knew that Juan and his family were not less than us;
they just had less than us. Despite that, their poverty had begun to work in their minds and hearts to cause feel-
ings of shame and embarrassment over their situation.

When we realized this, it was uncomfortable and we quickly tried to lighten the conversation. We asked how we

could pray for them and specifically for Juan i and even then it was Brenda who answered for him. Not wanting to

make the meeting so one-sided, we encouraged them to ask questions of us. Most times, the questions we get

are pretty light: does it snow where we live, what church do we attend, etc. | wasndt prepared for
guestion Juan asked:

AFor you, when you hel p tsakied ceaarsey dforowrouchiolrdriesn,it a s

We get caught up in life in America, the richest country and culture in the history of the world. And by American
standards, perhaps | am sacriWa cdonrmgdtt ohadwed pc ahhlid drwer d wirk
and we try to curb our desire for new clothes or other things, buying stuff second hand when we can.

But looking at Juan and Brenda and all they have to do to care for their children, because they have no other
choice, the truth, the absolute truth, is that | know nothing of sacrifice. | have never faced the choices they face
daily, and | probably never will. | brush up against poverty on these trips, we sponsor several children and donate
in other areas, but looking at their lives it is clear that what we do is pathetically easy and requires no true sacrifice
on our part. Itis | who should be embarrassed and ashamed, not Juan and Brenda.

Lord Jesus, show me more and more how |
can serve you with all I am, how to truly sac-
rifice, how to truly lay down my life for oth-

ers, for You



